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•A LITTLE CHILD- 



TnutlDg tliT tngOe Sore 



of^r^rk" 



iSrDlD ihftfta mall^ uid prkde'a 
TboD hut til J liute lovtii w^lcti 



TO 

3JIr3 3JiirlinBr, 

AUTHORESS 

OF THE MOST TOUCHING OF CHILD-LIVES, 

* THE WAY HOME/ 

AND 

* THE CHILD OF THE KINGDOM, 

I 

INSCRIBE THIS LITTLE BOOK, 

IF SHE WILL DEIGN TO ACCEPT SO TRIVIAL AN 

OFFERING ; 
WITH MUCH GRATITUDE, 

A. B. G. 



UAUl'S SHOES. 

p those little, those little blue shoes! 
Those shoes that no little feet use! 

the price were high that those shoes w 
Those little blue unused shoes ! 

For they hold the smaU shape of feet. 
That no more their mother's eyes meet. 

That by God's good will, years since grcv 
And ceased from tbelr totter so sweet ! 

And 0, since that baby slept, 

So hushed ! how the mother has kept. 

With a tearftil pleasure, that little dear tr 
And o'er them thought and wept! 

For they mind her for erermore 
Of a patter along the floor, 

And blue eyes she sees look up from her I 
With the look that in life they wore. 

As they lie liefore her there, 
There babbles from chair to chair, 

,«. A^^**^® *^®®* ^*<5e, that's a gleam In the i 
With its little gold curls of hair. 

Then wonder not that her heart 
From all else would rather part, 

Than those tiny blue shoes, that no little 
And whose sight makes such fond tears start 

William C. 1 



PREFATORY NOTE. 



H HE first edition of my little book went off 
so swiftly, that there was no time to read 
it over for a second; but for this, the thirdy 
I have done so carefully. 

I have found nothing to withdraw or 
modify ; but various points of the argu- 
ment are strengthened, and a few things 
added in the text, and an Appendix of 
Notes. I invite special attention to some 
of the latter, e,g., Notes ft, d, /, ff, A, and to 
the revised analytical * Contents,' which pre- 
sents the course of the inquiry at a glance : 
the details of illustration are now separated 
therein from the main positions maintained, 
which are printed in a thick type. In its 
present form, may ' The Lambs ' be in- 
creasingly used as God's own Hand to 
wipe away tears from the eyes of Mourners. 
I feel deeply thankful for the reception 
already accorded, because in my innermost 
soul I believe the consolation rendered to 
be scriptural. The following was prefixed 
to former editions : — 



6 PnjQtor!) Note. 

' Gaviug been again and again consulted 
— all too mourafully often — in common 
with my ministerial brethren, by Jacobs 
and Rachels " weeping for their children," 
I have been used by The Master to com- 
fort aome bruised hearts ; and what I had 
done privately, being willing and wishfalto 
do more publicly, I published three short 
Papers on the subject in the Uniied Prte- 
b'jteriaa MagiLtine for Pebrnary, March, 
and April cnrrent. These Papers having 
received no common welcome, and broaght 
me very many sadly-pleasing letters, I have 
responded to an earnest wish, and revised 
and somewhat enlarged them. Hence the 
present little book, which takes them for 
its ground-work. The subject deepened 
temptingly before me in the revision of my 
hurried Papers ; bnt my design being still 
not to say over again what has been already 
suEBcientiy well said, much less to super- 
sede larger treatises such as are enumerated 
below,* I have restricted myself to the 



of Little Children. By John Brown, D.D. Edin- 

Infont&ilTiUioni or, All RsYoii ttut die in Infancy. 

indCo. 
. Inflinis Asleep In Jems; or, Light on Little tlnnt. 



Prefatory Note. 7 

limits of this tiny volume, by which I con- 
template simply a little addition in my own 
way of putting it, that may be placed beside 
anything else possessed by or accessible to 
my readers. From its size and price, it 
may perhaps be found a suitable gift for 
Mourners by clergymen and others. 

'The subject of The Salvation of Children 
gathers to itself an universal interest from 
the numbers concerned in it. According 
to the Statistics of the Registrar-General, 
the proportion of British-bom children 
«vho die under two years of age is start- 
ling. The numbers are so vast as to con- 
fuse if we take in all. Let us select a 
narrower sphere. In the return of the 
city of Glasgow for 1851, out of 10,746 

By the Rev. Alexander Cuthbert, M.A. Edin- 
burgh : Andrew Elliot 

4. 'Why Weepest Thou?' or, The Cry from Rachel 

Hushed by the Voice firom Heaven, etc. By John 
. Macfarlane, LL.D. London: NiabetandCo. 

5. Infant Salvation; or, An Attempt to Prove that all 

who Die In Infancy are Saved. By David Russell, 
D.D., Dundee. Glasgow: Madehose. 

6. The Shadow on the Hearth; or, Our Father's Voice 

in taking away our Little Ones. By a Bereaved 
Parent With an Introduction by N. L. Rice, D.D., 
Chicago, lUinoia New York, 1858. 
I add one of t^e richest books of its class by an inestimable 
man — William Logan, Glasgow. 

7. Words of Comfort for Parents Bereaved of Little 

ChUdren. Edited by William Logan. With an 
Introduction by the Rev. William Anderson, LL.D., 
Glasgow. London: NlsbetandCo. 
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deaCha within the year, no fewer than 3UG3 
were children nnder two years of age. 
Tliat is, nearly two ont of every live deatlis 
were those of infanta. Taking this as a 
gangs — and the average proportion of 
snch deaths over the world, including 
infanticide coDntrios as India and China, 
is eren greater — Could auylUing invest a 
subject with more solemn and affecting 
interest than this aimple statement ? Then, 
again. Allow the iiocessary proportion from 
the ages of two to fire, and from five to 
ten or thereby ; and it will be manifest that 
oue-balf of the baman race die as Children. 
It is well to keep a prodigious fact like this 
before us — to realize, as we sing of the 
great sacramental army of the Living God 
crossed and ever crossing the isthmns of 
death, how very large a portion and pro- 
portion consists of the redeemed " in- 
fantry," if I may be allowed the word, of 
that army. These are mere Statistics: 
but what an aggregate of sorrow they 
represent ! Broken hearts behind every 
fig ore, 

'The effect of massing together, as here, 
else widely distributed details, is yery 
tenderly felt in the quaint, sweetly- sheltered 
cemetery behind the Cathedral Church of 
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Lnceroe in Switzerland. There — for what 
reasons I know not — a considerable space 
is devoted to the graves of Children alone, 
each with its little flower-sprinkled monnd 
and over-watching cross. I counted, I'm 
sure, upwards of two hundred. What 
myriad hopes lie buried there ! Oh I it 
was as if a snow-storm had come down — 
leaping from Pilatus opposite — upon a 
folded flock of lambs and laid them to 
sleep, as once up among our own Gram- 
pians I was witness of. 

'It will be observed that I write of the 
salvation of Children. "Infants" is the 
common word; e.^., Russell, Gumming, and 
Cuthbert below.* I object to it, (a) In 
that it seems to limit the salvation to 
" babies ;" (6) In that mere " Infant" sal- 
vation carries no consolation to Mourners 
over their Children. "Infants" excludes, 
at least does not necessarily include. Chil- 
dren, whereas Children includes "Infants." 
Hence my preference. And so turn we 
to our theme : — 

[Death !] To thy dark Land these heedless ^o. 

But there was One 

Who search'd It quite through to and fro, 
And then, returning like the sun, 
DiscoTer'd all that there is done. 

* See Note on pp. 6, 7. 
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'I have introdaced some extracts irom 
"certain of our own poets" and elder dirines 
less trite but not less precious than are 
nsnaily quoted-^ " If there should be any- 
thing here to please the reader, ascribe not 
the writing to the pen, but to fhe Writer; 
not the light to the lamp, bat to the Foun- 
tain ; not the picture to the pencil, but to 
the Fainter; not the gift to the unfaithful 
dispenser, but to God the bountiful Giver." 
So eaith Geier.J and so, in all Christly 
allegiance, saith' 

A. B. G. 

• Henry VsuphBD! SHoi Sclnlillims (cd by Lytc, ISi;, 

Ibfld akfitch from Mr Loan's ^ Worde of Comfort,* that ia 
as weighty u an orRimient ei it ia iKnotitullj' tola, 
I Qnoted by Bridnts In Protncc to his Espo^tlon o( Fio- 



LITTLE JANE. 

Little Jane came dancing into the sunny room ; 

* And what do you thinl^ papa ? ' she cried. 

* I saw the father of Ellen who died. 

And the men who were making her tomb I 
And the father patted me on the head — 
All for the sake of her who is dead — 
And gave me this doll, and wept, and said 
That i was my papa's pride.* 

* And so you are,' with an accent wild, 

Said the widower wan. ' Come here, my child.' 

Ah 1 but her locks were fair and bright, 

Oh 1 but her eyes were full of light. 

And her little feet danced in ceaseless play ;— 

* Always be glad, always be gay. 
Sing, and romp, and never be sad. 
So you will make your papa glad.' 

And the little one bounded fl'om his knee, 

Lifted her doll, and screamed with glee, 

As the sunlight fell on the floor ; 

But who is He at the open door. 

Waiting, watching, evermore — 

Whose semblance none may see— 

Who came unbidden once before, 

And hushed the harp in the comer there. 

And filled one heart with the wild despaii 

Of the endless never more ? 

Stealthy his touch, and stealthy his tread. 

He lays his hand on her sunny head ; 

And who may mention the grace that has fled, 

Or paint the bloom of life that is dead ? 

The present rushes into the past. 

Nothing on earth is doomed to last. 

Summer has ended and winter is near, 

Rain is steaming on moor and mere. 

Dead leaves are on the blast 

The shutters are up in the empty room— 

Nothing to break its hush of gloom ; 

Nothing but gusts of plashing rain 

Beating against the window-pane. 

Mingled with brine swirled up from the sea. 

And thoughts of that which used to be 

And cannot be, again. J. Stantan Bigg.* 

* Shifting Scenes, and other Poems. London : Freeman. 
52. Pp. 16, 17. 
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THE LAMBS ALL SAFE. 



At first it is hard for a bereaved Father 

i?,\. The Be- ^°^ Mother to think of more 
reavement. than the Stem, blank fact, that 

^ThevarenoV ^j^^jj. qj^^j^ ^^^^y ^^^ ^^^^^ 

''They are noV Tear-dimmed eyes can 
rise no higher than the loss. It is a fine, 
tender, pathetic phrase that, of the old 
Hebrews, whether from the lips of hoary 
Jacob, in his broken cry, * Joseph is not : 
Simeon is not;' or as told of Rachel, 

* weeping for her children,' and refusing 

* to be comforted for her children, because 
they were not ' ( Jer. xxxi. 1 5). Neverthe- 
less brood over it, keep looking at it alone, 
and sorrow turns to sin, and the soft rain 
of tears sheaths avenging lightnings. Mur- 
muring comes, and deepens into * fret- 
ting,' even pining and repining, and these 
into despondency, and despondency into 
despair and * unbelief — as one \va'& ^^«^\Xi^ 
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azure, white-mnued wave driven before the 
Buddcn Storm swell into tlie surge, and the 
snrge rnsh passionate into the 'froarj' 
breakers, and the breakers in their fury 
welcome tlie Tempest, with its Shipwreck 
and Castaways ' They are not !' It is the 
old old Story of Bereavement : tlie Shadow 
is on the Cradle — the little chair is vacant — 
the child-dress is no more to be worked on. 
Alas ! alas ! The cooing chirupping voices, 
and the pattering feet, and the eyes of 
wondering, and the finger- clasping ' wee ' 
hands — gone, all gone. 'Home' is very 
empty, very very lonely, very still. For a 
while these will shut oat all else—will recnr, 
and nothing save the loss can be thought of, 
with its darkening of Hopes and Prayers, 
Purposes and Plans that stretched away 
onward, ay, and upward. Far be it from 
me to chide harshly, to intrude upon, the 
sacredness of sorrow, with voluble words. 
But, Weeping Father ! Weeping Mother ! 
'Suffer the word of exhortation.' — You 
will find it better for you to rise beyond 
' They are not' Moses, you know, 'looked 
this way and (Aai way' (Exod, ii. 11). Ah! 
he forgot to look another way, forgot to 
look UP. If he had done that, he might 
have been spared his ' great sin,' and its 
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penalty of * forty years ' in the wilderness. 
Even 80 : ' Look this way and that way ' 
only in your sorrow, and perchance you too 
will * see no man ' to comfort : but look 
— UP. Thither would I turn your eyes for 
help. Thence would I fetch consolation 
'for your children.' Now think a mo- 
ment. You gave your child to Jesus in 
baptism : He hath but accepted your gift. 
*— Think again : Who it is who has so 
taken your ' little one.' The Lord ' had 
need of him ' above. Surely there is com- 
fort here. It mindeth me of a little inci- 
dent, which I may tell. A gardener had 
reared a very rare and very beautiful plant, 
raised from seed sent from far away. It 
grew, and gladdened him by showing a 
glorious flower, like unto a cup of gold 
lined with fainter amber. All the more was 
he gladdened, that his master was return- 
ing home after long absence, to whom it 
was the pride of his heart to show it. He 
went to the place in the green-house one 
day, as usual, to tend it : but lo ! it was 
gone. Nothing but the leaves remained. 
It had been plucked off with evident skill. 
You can imagine the gardener's disap- 
pointment, and more, his anger. Swiftly 
he summoned his under- servants, and de- 




mnndeil who had done the oatrage. In , 
the moment of pfission the Master chanced , 
to enter, and oyerhearing, said quietly, 'I 
cut the flower, John.' lustantly there was i 
relief. ' All right, air I It ivas for ym I 
reared it — for ycu, sir, alone — all right!' 
Erea so ; Fathers I Mothera ! It is not the 
' crael reaper' Death, bat Jesus — The 
Gardener — who placks the fair flowers of 
our Garden, of His Garden. And surely 
it w for Hi'ra we rear them. 



rhim Ood, lh« SeU-EiMent : 
e catcb ap wild at pulEnjr sk 
And (eel THy heiien Ux dlit 

Hu tnffled ill oor lerturB. 
e Ood gtieg pgUence. I^ve li 
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'Meanwhile,' the mother cries, 'content I 

Our love was well divided: 
Its sweetness following where she went. 

Its anguish stayed where I did. 
Well done of God, to halve the lot, 

And give her all the sweetness; 
To us, the empty room, and cot, — 

To her, the Heaven's completeness 
To us, this grave, — ^to her, the rows 

The mystic pt^m-trees spring in ; 
To us the silence in the house,— 

To her, the choral singing. 
For her, to gladden in Gtod's view,— 

For ns, to hope and bear on. 
Grow, Lily, in thy garden new 

Beside the Rose of Sharon. 
Grow fast in heaven, sweet LHy dipped, 

In love more calm than this is. 
And may the angels, dewy-lipped. 

Remind thee of our kisses! 
While none shall tell thee of our tears. 

These human tears now falling. 
Till, after a few patient years. 

One home shall take us all in.' * 

I wish to try to show that all the lambs 
ARE SAFE; and throughout, 
yi ^^ whatu in what I have got to say, 
^*^t ^^ my appeal will be to what Ms 
written;' for still, as of old, 
lat is the one authority : * To the Law, 
id to the Testimony : if they speak not 
jcording to this Word, it is because 
lere is no light in them ' (Isa. viii. 20). 
ut here I must observe, that in thus turn- 
g to the Word of God, we are to re- 

* Mrs R B. Browning: • A Child's Grave at Florenca* 
oems, 4 vols.) Vol. UL pp. 164-170. 



we are in quest of as for ' hidden t: 
— not look for it, much less go ai 
appointed in not getting it, on t! 
surface. There are things in oi 
that lie open to the eyes of every o 
so there are things in the Bible, 
the grand essentials of the Gosp 
are plain and patent to the most 
reader — ^though they will be * fod 
without the enlightening of The 
There are other things — and th 
most precious, that God the Ma 
stored away unseen, far down and 
guarded by mighty strata. SimOi 
don't get at the * breadth, and lenj 
depth, and height' of * the things 
Christ's;' you don't find yoursel 
lished, strengthened, settled' in r( 
what * is most surely believed am 
until, under the illumination of Th 
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the surface. For 'gold and silver,' and 
' the place of sapphires,' and opulence of 
stones, you must dig and mine. In accord 
with all this I hesitate not to affirm, that 
many of the most priceless consolations, as 
many of the most striking and sustaining 
confirmations of ' doctrine,' are folded up 
in very unlikely, in little suspected places ; 
in incidental and indirect and unstudied 
allusions of the * holy men' of old, ' who 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.' It follows, that in seeking to 
know 'the mind of The Spirit' on any 
matter, we must not rest satisfied with the 
first text that offers, but must penetrate 
within, and look wide and far, and with 
emphasis ^search the Scriptures, to see 
whether these things be so.' It is a foolish 
wonder that wonders that such and such is 
not 'plainly revealed' (so some 'babble'), 
and goes away and pronounces the thing 
un-revealed. 

Of the class of inquiries that demand this 
' searching' and ' comparing of spiritual 
things with spiritual,' the Salvation of 
Children is one ; and it is quite in accord 
with analogy that it should be so, that the 
evidence for it should be recondite rather 
than open, indirect not positive, inference 
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I'at.ber t!ia,n dogma. The Bible is written 
wiih a purpose — to get men to ' beUeve ' — and 
is addreMed not to ' iafaats,' bat to l/icm whit 
can understand and ^ believe.' Hence it Is no' 
' strange thing,' bnt just nhat we might- 
look for, to find the matter of child-ealva- , 
tion not directly discussed, though, as we.l 
firmljbold, indubitably ' revealed.' It were 
a self-contradiction, it were in the face ol* 
the whole nature of KeTelation, — which' 
nowhere condescends to mere furiosi^, — 1». 
expect instroction about an end that wa can 
use no raeam toward, that by the necea- 
sities of the case is removed beyond tho' 
reach of, equally, human power and human 
love. 

There is ample and blessed instraction, 
nor less ample nor less blessed promises, 
to guide Christian parents iu traiuing 
their childreu for God. But all that is 
in view of their liring, not dying — all that 
assumes the period of personal responsi- 
bility to be commenced ; aod so, be it 
observed, belongs to another region of in- 
quiry altogether from that of the Salva- 
tion of CMldren who die before they are 
capable of making a personal decision for 
or against Christ. Accordingly, in so far 
as ehnUren who are spared to ' grow up,' 
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longer or shorter, are concerned, there is 
in the Bible direct, explicit, and gracions 
revelation and promise, — revelation and 
promise that may well quicken Christian 
fathers and mothers to 'pray' for their 
* little ones' from their very birth, and 
day by day to use all appointed means and 
influences to guide them to that Saviour 
Whom they themselves believe and love ; 
for they are to proceed on their Jiving^ not on 
their dying. But as concerns children who 
do not live, but die, who never come to 
the years of understanding and of choice, 
there is nothing for them in the Bible, as 
they need nothing — ^they are wholly in the 
hand of God ; and it is just what we might 
expect, that nothing save indirect h'ght 
should be furnished on a matter so abso- 
lutely His, and about which He may surely 
be confided in. For < shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right V 

I go further, and I venture to assert 
that this reticence on the after state of 
Children, except indirectly and by infer- 
ence, affords a presumption, rising almost 
to the height of a subordinate proof, of the 
Mnspiration' of the Scriptures. Either 
the writers of the Bible knew about this, 
or they did not. They could not but 



uninspired men able to rests 
tion to tell what they knew 
tare what they did not 1 
satisfying wistful expectatic 
ings. Of their millions of 
has perhaps never been one i 
has not hazarded conjecture 
ject : the writers themselves h 
so. Being certain, then, thai 
were men * of like passions ¥ 
we appear to be shut up to 1 
that in the producing of th 
were not left to the guidi 
passions, else they would < 
made the attempt to gratif 
inevitably excited, to ansv 
and hesitations which, as tl 
known, could not fail to 
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far, to be got over before we may deny the 
inspiration of the Bible. This is one of 
them. How are we to account for the 
positively un-human way in which these 
writers — who were husbands and fathers 
as we are, having all our parental affec- 
tions and anxieties — ^throw out abundant 
materials for questioning and objecting to 
their statements, while they are altogether 
unsolicitous to answer the questions, or 
to repel the objections, letting ghastly 
shadows still brood, withholding light 
where light were very sweet f If the fact 
that the Scriptures contain so much which 
uninspired men could not know, be a proof 
of that inspiration, the other fact, that 
they exclude so much of what uninspired 
men would certainly have put into them, 
is a proof that to some minds will be not 
less convincing. As says the proverb, in 
another sense, *If their speech be silver, 
their silence is gold.' But while the scrip- 
tural writers appear studiously to avoid 
giving us any formal or detailed informa- 
tion on child-salvation, they do incidentally 
furnish us with a very considerable amount 
of information on the subject, if only we 
will ' search' for it, aa4 ad'Occeaa wxt^^^'** 
to the mqnirj as beloiiigui^ V.o 'Oafe ^^\s^^ 
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category with a hundred others that an 
ftdvancing civilisation and sanctifying 
Christiauity have raised. If we will gather 
the divine elements of evidence hero and 
there, if we will work out the ai'gQment 
link by link, we shall not be disappointed. 
It is thas and thus only that we asBure 
oureehes on recognition in heaven, on 
child-baptism, on co-equal privileges ot 
woman with man, on family -worship, on 
prayer-meeting B ; and assert monogamy 
against polygamy, freedom against slavery, 
the Christian Sabbath in the room of the 
Judaic, and the like. On none of these 
hare we direct, formal, positive statement, 
but none the less certainly ia the conclusion 
reached, Beverally. This necessity of our 
argument oq child-salvation has the ad- 
vantage also that onr opponents must 
destroy each successive link before they 
can shake it, or empty ont the cousolation 
it brings. Concerning the Salvation of 
Children, then, if asked, as the Lord 
asked the lawyer, ' What is written in the 
Law? how readest thou?' (Luke z. 26), 
the answer which I give, and would vindi- 
cate, is, 'The LambsarballSape:' or 
more specifically, I find it ' written,' so as 
I must 'read,' that all children who die 
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before they are capable of making a per- 
sonal decision for or against Christ, are, 
without exception, limitation, or contin- 
gency from the character and conduct of 
their parents — Redeemed. 

I make two preliminary remarks : 
The salvation of Children, as now stated, 
r, o T .' ^ falls in with the tenderest in- 

p. 3. Insttnct . /. t ^t • • » 

0/ the sanctified stincts Of the Christian heart. 
****^* Anything else revolts against 

our profoundest ideas of God as our Father 
— ^ideas, be it remembered, not our own, 
but based upon Revelation. It throbs in 
the very heart-fibres of fatherliness, mother- 
liness ; and when grace enters, and takes 
full and rightful possession, amid all that it 
removes, it does not remove that, but con- 
trariwise sanctifies it. And not only so, 
but in the very sanctifying, and carrying 
out of sanctification, strengthens it. That 
is — to change the metaphor — not only does 
not root out and extirpate the thing, as if 
it were some pestiferous weed or thorn 
of curse, but smiles upon it as a fair 
flower, or as a fruitful bough, which by 
His mercy often graffs in the soul deeper 
and closer to Christ, as the human love 
is linked on to the Divine. I appeal to 
you. Christian reader — Does conscience 
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lyn, New York, I was 
with two, among many t( 
gravestones there. One, o 
presented a sweetly carvec 
lessly white, and broken in 
But on the thither side, — b 
the top thereto, — the brol 
presented as a full-blown re 
was untimely snapped ai 
the Garden of Earth, was 
as * full-blown' in the Gard 
above. 

Again, on the hither si 
exquisite marble monumei 
a chain of seven links, wit 
broken. But on the thither 
seven links were representc 
being wreathed into a crow 
links. That Family which ^ 
the awav-sroinP" of qH 
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There cannot be a doubt, I should sup- 
pose, that — to take the very lowest ground 
— such is the hope of the heart. There 
cannot be a question, surely, that such is 
the whisper to the over-burdened heart in 
its anguish. How true the tearful yet 
illumined words of the Poet over his dying 
child! 

* I pressed him, pressed him closer 
To my over-hardened hreast ; 
On the heart so ne&r to breaking. 
Lay the heart so near to rest' 

Yes ! * Near to rkst.' And what is rest 
but being with Christ ? And what is being 
with Christ but salvation ? 

Such being, confessedly, the instinct of 
every heart enlightened by the Spirit to 
'know the love of Christ,' the question is, 
Whence comes it ? From above or from 
beneath ? From good or evil ? For my 
answer I need no pause. Everything that 
is not sinful is of God. It is, I believe, 
the gracious and pitiful God who has placed 
this throbbing, pulsing hope in the stricken 
heart; and He cannot place aught 
THERE that IS A LIE. No ; whcu the heart 
is like to burst over the ' wee ' dead face 
— when we are looking through brimming 
tears our last upon it — when we are cling- 
ingly kissing tlie cold lips, smoo\Xsv\:^^^^ 
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clustering cnrls, tnmiiig away only to hear 
the closmg down of the coffin lid, or after- 
wards, with sharp paiD as of a stiletto stab, 
the hollow ratthng of the clods thereupon. 
One is of the company of mourners ; and 
it is from Him, by Hia Holy Spirit, cornea 
the peace, comes the calm, coiaeB the hope, 
comes the memory — as the sheen of gold- 
ening sunlight — of promise words. It is 
of the Lord, that amid the falhng shadows 
we are enabled to say, with the saintly 
Samuel Kntherford : 



I attach great value to this instinct or in- 
tuition, this inevitable hope of the crushed 
heart in its sorrow, I am constrained to 
believe the consolation to be from The 
Comforter. / dare not ascribe a thiTig so 
beautiful to the natural heart. You defend 
Original Sinaud Depravity at a costly price 
if you do 80. Therefore must I reckon this 
instinct as weighing something, other things 
being equal. That other things are equal, 
and that the foundation doctrines of Ori- 
ginal Sin and heart- Depravity — which I 

• See Note a la A^ipeDdli. 
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hold as strenuously as any can do, and 
against the peril of explaining away which 
I shall have with all earnestness to warn — 
remain untouched by the universal salva- 
tion of Children, I will show, or endeavour 
to show, in the sequel. 

At this point, before passing on to our 
p. 4. * oniy» second preliminary remark, I 
year ago.' would vivify to my readers the 
' little Sleepers ' in the Cemetery of Green- 
wood, of whom I have just spoken, by 
placing before them the 'Only a Year 
Ago ' of Mrs Harriet Beecher Stowe : — 

ONLY A YEAR AGO. 

One year ago~a ringing yoice, 

A clear blue eye, 
And clostering curls of snnny hair, 

Too fair to die! 

Only a year— no rolcc, no smile, 

No glance of eye, 
No clustering curls of sunny hair, 

Fair but to die! 

One year ago— what loves, what schemes 

Far into life! 
What Joyous hopes, what high resolves, 

What generous strife! 

The .silent picture on the wall. 

The burial stone, — 
Of all that beauty, life, and joy. 

Remain alone. 

One year, — one year, — one little year. 

And so much gone ! 
And yet the even flow of life 
• ifores- calmly on. 
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A second preliminary remark ia, 
2. That tho Salvation of Children, bs 1 
v.i.-Lits have stated it, is loAoiujeMffuA 
'^'"'' erpecf ^om God. I cannol 

touch here the wider qnestion ot chiid-paii 
aod creature -pain generally, in relatioii t( 
the revealed character of God. It is bn! 
a shallow of the ' great deep ' I can nov 
approach, but I would approach )'(. Apar 
then altogether from Bpecific passages, am 
apart also from the visible ends gained bj 
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the economy of pain as motive and instra- 
ment: looking broadly at the revealed 
CHARACTER OP GoD — what should we ex- 
pect? I see with very awful certainty 
that, somehow, children — and indeed the 
* whole creation' — are strangely involved 
in ills which they have not brought on 
themselves by their own act. Well! I look 
away from the sad spectacle to the * face 
of God.' God is Light and Love. Immedi- 
ately, looking on duxt God, I cannot help — 
from the necessities of the God revealed to 
me — expecting something from Him. I say 
beforehand it will be 'no strange thmg,' 
not unlike Him, should He give help and 
salvation here. And when the doctrine of 
the Salvation of Children is fully stated, I 
find myself inevitably saying, ' It is like 
Him to do that,' seeing Christ has died. If 
Christ had not died, if there had been no 
revelation of grace * abounding ' according 
to need, I durst not say so. For example, 
tell me an unholy man gets to heaven, 
goes thither unchanged ; and I am consci- 
ous of a contradiction, of an anomaly, of a 
perturbation in the scheme of Redemption. 
My profoundest convictions are up in arms, 
and protest, * A holy, just, T\^\i\.^cs\iS^ ^^^ 
can't do that' But the 8aVv«X\oTLCi1 ^^^- 



duces no such jar. W e J 
stinct tvithin sanctified to 
and similarly, its harmony 
character of God without 
for something. Much tha 
infinite mercy of God is 
riously and graciously sui 
we expect. The poor o 
mation is spontaneous : ' 
'It be like Him!' Wen 
Bible-revelation of God, I 
upon a dead child, and c 
that we should not hav< 
told that that child is i 
saved — is now a fresh i 
prophetic vision of the ' 
streets of the City shall 

^^1n «\1nTrirto> in fVlP sf.rPP 
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Memoriam.' It will do os all good to 
read it : — 

LITTLE CHILD. 

IN UEMORIAU. 

O little child! that earnest, and art ^ono. 
Whose tiny footprints are upon our heaits; 
little wonder of the dreaming eyes, 
Whose dreams we saw not, and could never see; 
Who wert with us, and yet we know thee not, 
Nor thought that, underneath our quiet roof, 
An angel harboured with us for a time, 
And was our child, and is our child no more. 
Being familiar with the floor of heaven. 
And dwelling nigh unto the throne of God ! 
Dost ever think of us, as we of thee ? 
Dost ever bend thy beaming brow, diild ! 
Only a little space — a little space — 
And turn firom all the glories of thy home 
To look into the lorn hearts thou hast left? 

And we, child I who tend our daily tasks. 
Go In and out, and weep with those who weep. 
And laugh with those who laugh, and buy and sell. 
And travel o'er the dusty highways still 
As though thou wert not, and hadst never been, 
As when wo knew thy little sunny face 
Would surely greet us at the garden-gate : — 
Dost think that we forget thee, our child? 

Not always are we in the weary mart; 

Not always are we plodding in the streets. 

We, in our rural home, when the grey dusk 

Falls upon copse and meadow, saunter out. 

And do not talk, but think of thee, child! 

And, in the night, when heavy hearts are hushed. 

In the deep night we hear the beating rain 

And in the beating rain the wailing wind. 

And in the wailing wind a cry, a low. 

Soft cry, not as of agony, but bliss— 

A silvery cry, as though we heard a thrill 

Of spirit-music, far beyond the ral-Q., 

Beyond the waflings of the wind, "bc^oTvA 

TJje storms and gloomy reaches of \iift u\^\.> — 



Bat yeamest ftt)m thy starry h 
Yearn towards the heavens for 1 
And in oar dreamings are not ( 

Thy room is here, sweet babe ! 
The room, bat oh I the child. ' 
Is white in moonlight; — Oh! ft 
Hiy toys are trembling in oar ] 
The tiny, dimpled hands that fi 
The stain are here ; — bat oh ! 1 
Gone I Gone for ever ! Tet wi 
The heaven that holds thee ; an 
Thank God for thee, child I 
Art seeing now, and not as in a 
The things we long for, and she 
Until we Join thee in the after-^ 
Thee, little child! who cameirt;, 
Who wert our child, and art on 
Being familiar with the floor of 
Alid dwelling nigh onto the thi 

Having made these pre) 

p. 7. 'Lutu tions, I proc 

Datfid.' certain cases 

Scriptnre, the conclusio 

RAATn f.n TTift. in iha ornarHi 
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read the pathetic Story of a dead infant as 
told in the Old Testament — ^by which, as 
a first step, I seek to show the salvation 
of the child spite of the grievous ^ backslid- 
ing* of its father^ and godlessness of its 
mother. It will be found in 2 Sam. xii. 
13-24. I ask all my readers to turn to 
the narrative and read the whole; bat 
the closing words deserve here oar special 
pondering, vers. 23, 24 : * Now he is dead, 
wherefore should I fast ? can I bring him 
back agam? I shall go to him, but 
he shall not return to me. And Dayid 

COMFOBTED BaTHSHEBA HIS WIFE.' I am 

not aware that a single commentator of 
mark differs as to what is taught us by 
the exclamation of David. The whole of 
the writers on the Salvation of Children 
enumerated by me* agree that the refer- 
ence is not simply to the fact that he too 
must die, as had his child, but likewise to 
his conviction that it was ^ well ' with his 
* little David' (if we may venture to assume 
sucl^ would have been his name). Good 
old John Trapp of Weston-upon-Avon has 
summed up the meaning pithily and weU. 
* " I shall go to him ;" viz., with my body 
I shall go to him into the gia^^^m^^s::^ 

* 5ee Preface, footnote, pagea ft, 1 . 
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Boul into heaven. For in answer to liis 
prayers for the child's life, Da^id had a 
secret consideration dropped into his Bonl. 
tliat the child was saved.'* Andrew Wil- 
let and Dr Wiliiani Guild, following Au- 
gustine, similarly interpret the words of 
' the specinll estate and condition of tlio 
dead [child] as thereby insinnated;' thai 
is, ' not ouly dead, bnt iu the state of grace. 
associate unto the blessed coiopanie of 
paints in heaven. "f Matthew Henry end 
Thomas Scott — who will not be snspected 
of heresy — also thus interpret the words. 
And indeed anything else, any mere limi- 
tation of the tonching exclamation to 



(HIS affccHopH brought strong afiUclions^' — On ver. 

pon tho niiit UDOkfl, Ihr«e niteclall things aro ob- 
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David's own death, is bald and tmial. 
Besides, what ' comfort- could there be to 
Bathsheba on being told that her royal 
husband should also die, not to say, what 
necessity for aflBrming such a traism ?* 

With all the greatest authorities then, I 
take it, that nothing is plainly and indubi- 
tably placed before us in this plaint of be- 
reaved David, if this be not, that he was 
fully satisfied of the salvation and blessed- 
ness of his departed infant. I do not see 
how words could express his confident 
expectation of again meeting his child in 
that purer and better world whither it 
was his own hope one day to go, if these 
do not. By the measure of the father's 
own hope must we estimate his hope con- 
cerning his * little one.' It cannot be 
needfal that I should enlarge upon what 
David's own hope, own personal expecta- 
tion of a future state of blessedness, was. 
A very few proof-texts must suffice. ' Thou 
wilt show me,^ was his exultant confession 
of faith, ' the path of life :' ' in Thy pre- 
sence is fulness of joy : at Thy right hand 
are pleasures for evermore' (Ps. xvi. 11). 

• Matthew Henry says, In his nsnal qnaint and pithy way : 
* The promise is to ns and to our seed, -wYvXtYi i^«2^ \» \«s- 
forwed to those that do not put a "bat \ti ttvtVc orwrv ^wk> *a 
Infanta do not* (On the place in SamueV ^too'^^^ 
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Again : ' This God is our Qod for ever ta 
ever: He will be our guide even nnl 
deatli' (Ps. xlviii. 14), Once mort 
' Though / walk throngh the valley i 
the shadow of death, / will fear no btO : El 
Tliou art with me ; Thy rod and Thy sti 
they comfort »«e.' ' Surely goodness ai 
mercy shall follow me all the days of n 
life ; and /will dwell in the House oft] 
Lord /or euffl-' (Pb. xxiii. 4, 6). 

Whither, then, after the teiiuination 
his earthly pilgrimage, did the Fsalmi 
hope to go T Surely these passages cleM 
answer. Weill wherever the place w 
to which he himself expected to go, thfl 
was ho confident his dead infant bad pr 
ceded him. ' I shall go to him ; but 1 
shall not return to me.' 

Thus it was bis expecUIJon of rejoinii 
bis child in the heavenly abode that is 8 
forth as his support under his bes' 
bereavement, and as what enabled him, 
a spirit of umnarmuring submissioD, wi 
pl^t, yet no complaint — with tears, y 
with eyes turned heavenward — to 'coi 
fort' little David's mother. 

I doa't know that David npon his thro 
is bslf BO attractive as thus by the empti< 
cradle, reaved of bis child, ' con^oi 
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ing/ with his own comfort, his weeping 
wife. 

But let US look nearer at the narrative, 
liark — If ever a child might be pro- 
nounced to be involved in its parents' sin, 
that little dead infant, bom of last and 
lawless crime and shame, was snch an one. 
In an awful and aggravated sense he was 
^ shapen in iniqnity,' and ^ in sin did his 
mother conceive him.' We mast look the 
fact right in the face. We most accept 
it in all its breadth, and largeness, and 
Borrowfalness. That infant was the issae 
of nnbridled, detestable, adalterons last. 
The blood of him who onght to have been 
its father was over it. Its mother, we 
have every reason to conclade, was a god- 
less, frivolons, light, carnal woman — -false 
to her noble and good husband — not until 
long years after, led to know the Lord 
God of Israel I say, for long years 
after: for we can't forget the craft and 
trick of her ensnaring request, in her 
recent widowhood, to her son Solomon: 
^ I desire one smaU petition of thee : say 
me not nay' (1 Kings ii. 20, and cf. vers. 
22, 23). And yet of this infant boy is it 
most surely aflBrmed, that lie w«j& VcL^aeK^^^^. 
Js matter offact^ tluit is the Bible stajtcnu?^l« 
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Now, that the salvatioD of this child wM 
tbrodgh its being a child, and as Giich in 
capable of perBonul sin — not as being d 
child of Darid, but just a chilii — will sH 
f (irther appear, if we contrast the Psalmut 
cmotioD oti a subsequent occaeion with tf 
worda of hope and certainty wbieh S 
Fpnke, and with wbicli he comforted H 
fallen and erring mother. 

With what anguish was he filled vht 
he esciaimed, as he walked ia ' the cbao 
ber over the pate,' ' ! my Ron Absalou 
mj son, my son Absalom ! Would God 
had died for thee, U Absalom, my so) 

He has a liard heart who can read thef 
wailinp words unmoved. But whem 
Kuch bitter agony of lamentalion? Wh 
no 'comforting' of Bathsheba now 
Why no sustaining hope T Why no ' 
will go to /lim ? ' I'aipably, because of tl 
fears which he entertained concerning tl 
salvation of the 'yonugman' — his alraoi 
certainty that he had died in his sins, an 
been hurried all nnready before the tr 
bnnal of the Great Judge." But, on tl 

• I mxy cunDrm myMlf here from WUlel (u befon 
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er hand, in reference to his infant, not 
shadow of a fear did he entertain. So 
Q as the Divine will was known, he 
•ed away his teal's ; and even over the 
le, white, 'changed' face, rejoiced in 
>e of the glory of God — a glory of which 
believed he and his little boy would 
bually partake. 75 vot his silence con- 
ung Bathslieba very suggestive f It is 
' we,' but, * / shall go to him,^ Ob- 
re here, also, this point of difference 
ween the Shunammite's answer to the 
phet's question, 'Is it well?' and 
eld's words. She said, with much 
stfulness, 'It is well:' but she had a 
ret expectation that the prophet would 
;ore her boy to life. But David had no 
h earthly hope. ' He shall not return 
ney were his touching words. 
Thus, as a first step toward our conclu- 
1, we have the certain salvation of a child 
)se father was a grievous ' backslider,* and 

1 because the Commonwealth sustained prcat loss by 
i; and for others because they died in their sins, as 
dom : here is no sttch cavse in respect of the one or the 
•.* By the way, those who make David's exclamation 
his little dead boy refer merely to the grave, forget 
in that case he might equally have said it of Absalom, 
ig tJiat he too, as well as ' little David,' was gathered 
the family tomb, and David in thatKen«ekTV«<4( Vki^^^ssa^^ 
to him.* This aJone may show ttvc egT^^cw&\sic^^^'t- 
i/Zon, 
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whose mother was godlfss. The child was a 
child oi sin and Bliome. So far as Dn^d 
was concerned, he hnd ' broken The Core- 
nant.' Bnt God was ' fsitbfn!.' I ask iw 
more than this to be conceded — for tJus 
much vindicates my position. 

Not oa Uiy molhor'B lircul, bcnccforth BhoU b 

But «lth the qolct deuiL 
' Qod toolc thee In THii merer. 



e. mlB Tllta Uig 



Before leaving 'little Pavid,' I wonld 
observe tliat one can nnderEtand how he 
was not spared to his parents. Besides 
higher reasons and discipliae : Is it not 
possible, even probable, that the Lord 
touched the hearts of both David and 
Batheheba graciously thereby t f Ah ! we 
sometimes, I fear, compel Jesus to * take 
away' our children, that through the 

■ Sl«ttn»d for Jnlf 1S21. t See Hote i In Appendlf . 
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^bereavement He may overcome and melt 
savingly onr calloos hearts. It mindeth 
me of another little story worth telling. 
A shepherd had folded ^ely and well a 
flock of ewes — all save one ; which would 
not enter, do what he wonld. The gate 
vfBS flung wide open, and with all gentle 
constraint he sought to guide it in — spar- 
ing it the rough bark of his dog. But 
no I still it would run back. At last — for 
the shades of evening were falling, and 
folded all must be if he were not to be 
* too late* for home himself— he sprang out, 
seized her lamb, raised it tenderly to his 
bosom, laid it right upon his heart as he 
would his own nestling babe, and carrying 
it within the fold, placed it down there. 
Then, ah ! then, the poor ewe ran in — ran 
in after her little lamb, and was safe with 
it. It is a parable. But Fathers I Mo- 
thers! still away f^om the Good Shepherd, 
and grieving sorely over your Willie or 
Mary, will you not run in after your little 
Iamb? Will you compel Hun to take 
another and another? — Let my Story 
woo you to submission — ^woo you to the 
Saviour. 

Here we may pause to read a Trana- 
Ailanthlajr: 



i-aces gone for e" 
Strange it is to wakPc 

WeshftJir~"^' *^ 
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The next child-death that I would look 
p. a • j/y ftt is * very remarkable one, 
ekodrtn: also from the Old Testament 

— ^by which, as a second step, I would 
show the salvation of children spite of the 
apostasy to heathendom of their parents. 
It occurs in Ezek. xvL 20, 21 : ' Thou 
hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, 
whom thou hast born unto ife, and these 
hast thou sacrificed unto them to be 
devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a 
small matter, that thou hast slam My 
CHiLDREX, and delivered them, to cause 
them to pass through the firej^ themf 

Oh ! Fathers ! Mothers ! who, as you 
read, are calling up a little vanished face 
or faces, lay hold, as you would of an out- 
stretched hand, of the nail-pierced Hand, 
of that * My children/ Divine is the con- 
solation of this little pronoun. It asserts, 
in the face of parental apostasy and fail- 
ure, God's claim, God's yearning love over 
^ the little dead ones, so cruelly martyred 
to the bloody idol-gods of the heathen. 
Mark where the * My' lies ! The Lord, 
recalling the utter departure of their 
fathers and mothers from Him, with ter- 
rific upheaping of words de^cn^XSw^ ^"l 
tieir 'abominations* recalUw^ \\< — ^^-^ ^^ 



daughters.' Bat they I 
For instead of dedicat 
the Hying and true God- 
His mark of circnmcisio 
had 'delivered' them 
and fierce idol-gods, ai 
ating deaths of saciifie 
had so done and left n 
claim was irreversible, 
alienable, God's love m 

* Mark of cireumcitioru I am | 
bairn giving the above interpret 
18 that of C^lampaditts in earlie: 
and Dr Henderson recently. But 
for this statement : * The Lord cal 
rather than hers, — * My children, 
bom under His covenant with la 
tht covenant upon them.' It is the 
I ventnxre to take exception. Th 
infimts were * circumcised,' and 
the mark of th« pavpthmii-. ti»v>« 
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hast slain My children.' Ah! the little 
martyrs passed through the fire to Him — 
passed from these hell-fike torments of 
Baal to their Father in heaven. ^ Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth ' (Ps. ciii. 13).» 

Weill what becomes of the so-called, 
miscalled ' orthodox' teaching — ^that only 
baptized children, or the children of Chris- 
tian parents, of praying parents, are ' re- 
deemed' — ^when fronted and confronted 
with this Bible fact! Who can read the 
chapter in which the words are embedded, 
read and tremble before its exhibition of 
the national apostasy and idolatry and 
abominations of Israel — read a verse like 
that (ver. 3), ' Thy father was an Amorite, 
and thy mother an Hittite,' the most 
ruthless and godless of all the Ganaanites 
— ^wicked, cruel, lustful, vilest of the vile ? 

* BaaL I adc in a footnote, if the Apostle's allusion in 
Heb. X. 31— *It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of Uie ttoing God'^be not in contrast with the terrible Baal- 
Kpda—dead gods, which in their outstretched hands re- 
ceived the infants laid therein as sacilficcs. Fearful that ; 
bat fieiurAiller still, by the measure of distance between 
living and dead, to fall into the hands of the Lord God. 
Then again, that word * fall.' Sweet and peaceful is it to 
place ourselves in His hands; but to 'fall' therein — to, so 
to speak, fall backward and light there against our will — 
that carries perdition with it. Jump firom a giddy height 
forward, yon may alight on your feet; \ra\> ^ joXK ^^^ ^^^ 
giDMgb BkuJl and brain and life iiiQv\.ta\>\7. ^«^'&^^^ ^ *^=^ 
Appendix. 
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upou the blessed, trraciou 
of God, ' Mtj cliildrcn/— 
it was as being ' cliik 
claimed them as His? 
apprehend, is established 
Lord's own mouth, what 
to be ' written* in the L; 
given as ray * reading' 
viz., that all children who « 
capable of making a persoi 
against Christy are^ withoi 
tation^ or contingency from 
conduct of their parents 
Christ, Let the parents 
' The Covenant ;' yea, let 
,a very Amorite, and the ' 
Hittite — and worse surel 
ceived — ^yet does God saj 
— ' Mine,' not only by the 

M\(\ nrftsprvntion Vint nlc 
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father and my mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take me up' (Ps. xxvii. 10). 

These words are 'good news' to the 
very letter. They carry with them un- 
speakable comfort to the believer. For 
if, as we have seen, the blessed truth holds 
of the 'little ones' of the godless and 
apostate, of the God-forsaking, God- 
blaspheming, commandingly more, in so 
far as ' the sweet soft light' of assurance 
is concerned, does it hold of the children 
of Christian parents who have joyously 
recognised God's 'My.' 

It is very noteworthy here, that the 
Divine denunciations against idolatry are 
intensified whenever 'children' form the 
sacrifice. The great Fatherly heart's 
words bum and flame in anger. Bare 
idolatry touches His Law: 'child' sacri- 
fice touches Himself, goes right to His 
heart, and His indignation is ' kindled.'* 



to Esau's intermarriage with these heathen? Rehecca, it 
will be remembered, was 'vexed* thereby. Cf. Gen. xxvL 
84, S5. It is delightful to think that the brave and good 
Uriah was a 'Hlttite.* — How much God's grace must have 
done for him I See Not« d in Appendix. 

• This has been admirably stated by Dr Harris, in his 
well-known ' Essay,* entitled ' Grounds of Hope for the 
Salvation of All Dying in Infancy :' By the Rev. William 
Harris, LL.D. ; 8vo, 1821. With reference to the word 
*hope,' I think it well to note that scfvpluTaiW^ ''\v«^^ ^<^vi^ 
not imply uncertainty ^ but the very oppos.V\^. Ci.'^^w^^^ 



well to remember tnai jcaio , 
when God by another prophet e3 
with Ilis people on account of 
tries and wickednesses which 
mitted, among the sins charged 
was this same nnnatnral an* 
crime of causing their childn 
through the fire to Moloch, 
heed' how God describes thof 
I turn to Jer. xix. 4, 5: ' 
forsaken Me, and have estr 
place, and have burned incens 
other gods, whom neither the 
fathers have known, nor th 
Judah, and have filled this ph 
blood of INNOCENTS : they hai 
the high places of Baal, to bni 
"^♦i» firo for burnt-offerings 
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light npon the words of Ezekiel and 
Jeremiah, let it be remembered what it 
was that stayed the flashing 'furbished' 
sword over doomed Nineveh. Not, as of 
old, the finding, however few, ' righteous 
men,' but the fact of the presence of 
^litUe children' therein. This is not 
always noticed. I therefore invite atten- 
tion to it. Jonah iv. 11 : 'Should not I 
spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
more than sixscore thousand persons that 
cannot discern between their right hand 
and their left?' Nothing, surely, could 
more definitely prove God's univereal * re- 
deeming' love toward the 'little ones 
than this. For, once more be it remem- 
bered, those children, for whose sake God 
spared Nineveh, were children of the god- 
less, God - forsaking, God - blaspheming, 
equally with the Amorite-like and Hittite- 
like Israelites. Grasp then the ' exceeding 
great and precious' words, ' My children' 
and ' innocents,' and the exquisite child- 
portrait, with the Divine pitifulness over it 
— ' cannot discern between the right hand 
and the left !' (Cf. Deuteronomy i. 39, and 
Isaiah vii. 16.) Dear, dimpled, rosy, ever- 
moving little hands — ^how ' the great Hand 
of God' is gentlied to grasp XlWimX kscs.^ 



muic uieauiui — upon "little oi 
as a second step toward ou 
we have the certain salvation o 

• 

of parents who had apostatized t 
They are the children of th( 

* cast off' God. So far as theii 
mothers were concerned, they 
outside * The Covenant/ Bi 

* faithful ' — ^I ask once more 
be conceded — apostate parei 
chUdrm. This much vindicat 
position. We have advanced 
sliding to * Apostasy f and still 
comfort and hope concerning 
ones ' appears. 

As gathering up various a! 

p. 10. Drsib. suggestions on \ 

^ on » Thy thus far ' writtc 

*** intercalate now 

and relieving words from ] 
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• I answer, We apprehend faoours and curses more in our 
teed o/ttimes than in ourselves; and it will humble a man to 
flee calamities on his posterity, more than on himself; and 
a man more rejoiceth to see the flourishing of his seed than 
of himseUl It is said that Josiah did die in peace, though 
1m died a bloody death, because he saw not the ruin of his 
honae and family, which was worse than death. God saw 
how Abraham apprehended and valued seed, when he said, 
** What wilt Thou give me, since I am childless ?" Gen. xv. 
2. Therefore God, intending a comfortable enlargement 
oi the oorenant of grace to Abraham, extends it to his seed : 
** I will be the God of thy seed." It is a great blessing for 
God to be the God of our seed. It is alluded to by St Peter 
In the New Testament, *' Tlie promise is made to you and to 
your children,*' Acts ii. 39. 

* Bat what if they have not baptism, the seal of the cove- 
nant? 

*That doth not prejudice their salvation. God hath ap- 
pointed the sacraments to be seals for us, not for Himself. 
He Himaelf keepeth His covenant, whether we have the seal 
or no, 80 long as we neglect it not. Therefore we must not 
think if a child die before the sacrament of baptism, that 
God will not keep His covenant. They have the sanctity, 
the holiness of the covenant You know what David said 
of his child, *' I shall go to it, but it shall not return to me;** 
and yet it died before it was circumcised. You know they 
were forty years in the wilderness, and were not circum- 
cised. Therefore the sacrament is not of absolute necessity 
to salvation. So He is the God of our children firom the 
conception and birth. 

* But how can God be the God of our children, when they 
are bom in corruption, children of wrath ? Can they be the 
children of wrath and the children of God both at one time ? 

• I answer. Yes : both at one time. For even as in civil 
matters, in our city here, a man may be a freeman of the 
city, and yet be born lame or leprous, or with some contagi- 
ous disease — ^this hindereth not liis freedom— so the chil- 
dren of a believing father and mother may be Areemen of 
the city of God, and in the covenant of grace, and yet be 
tainted with original sin, that overspreadeth the powers of 
the soul notMrithstanding. 

' Whence we see a ground of baptizing infants, because 
they are in the covenant To whom the covenant belongs, 
the seal of it belongs; but to in&nts the covenant belongs; 
therefore the seal of it baptism, belongcth to them. If 
circumcbion belonged to them, theiL \>v!C^Wwa. ^vi"Ci\\ \fax 
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among many other things, in the enlargei 
is now a new people, the Gentiles, in co^ 
not before, new priests, new sacriflees. 
All is new in the covenant of grace. If ; 
the covenant, why should we deny the se; 
to them in the new that had it in the oI< 
It is senseless. The Scripture, to meet w 
baptism to them and circmncision to us 
the covenant of grace they are all oneln c 
*'A11 they were baptized under the clou 
saith, CoL 11. 11, '^ We are circumcised - 
without hands." We are circumcised, an 
tized ; to shew, I say, that all are one in 
all one, '* yesterday, to-day, and the san 
xiiL 8: "yesterday," to them that wen 
" and to-day,** to us under the gospel; a 
posterity. And therefore, if children had 
then, so they have now. This is clear and 
is the Gk)d of our children. 

' This should be an encouragement to p 
ifnot for love of themselves and their o 
their children and posterity's sake, thatGi 
their children for them.' * 

Surely, then, not altogether 

T 11. * A ^^* hopefully al 
Fatt in a think of OUT dead 
^'*«^*^«^' Surely there is son 
to be looked at than * Thfi7/ nn 
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itameDt, let ns try to be informed with 
spirit of cheer of the 'Walk in a 
archyard,' by the preBent Archbishop of 
blin (R. C. Trench) :— 

A WALK IN A CHOHCEYABD. 
We wallred wlthLD tbe cburcliyudboiuidi, 
Ht URlc ba7 and I, 

'Nay, chQi, It li not weJl," I uld, 

' AmoDg the gnyva to atoaty 
To lanffh and play unooff tbfl dead, 

A nnHDeot lo «; tide he dimg^ 
LeaTlDff hli moTTT phiy — 

Then qniie DM-eettlng the eommanil, 

In Ufe'i exulting bnnt 
Of eu^ glee, ietKamy huM, 

JojeoB u at the Ant 
And nov I dLd not cheek him nKtn, 



But Ihe uma uure >aDlt of ]«' 
Ai hnng o'er all aronBi 

And irbite eloDds e'er that apoi 
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God. 1 said, vonld in^ver giTa ^^^| 
ts Dehl upon <he auiK ^^^M 
bid fn diUdHood-ii biatt to lin ^^H 


2 


d linger wtli Uie deid. ^^1 
line, «wiw«,ll.anghM forlorn, 1 


T 


ol IJio glory enrtli puts OD. J 



CJul play amung tLe grayprk 

I tarn now lo the New Testament, am 
p. ij, 'aijffr would consider a little sorai 
^iocoikImm of the 'ftood words' — deai 
nr.' George Herbert's phrase— 

which David's Lord Himself uttered — b] 
which, as a third step toward our conclO' 
sion, I wish to ehow that He has so spoka 
of ' children' as la inmb'e their salvaiiim vhei 
they die as such. There are very man] 
of these on the subject, that might pro- 
fitably be adduced and opened out. ] 
confine myself at present to a very pre- 
cious statement in the Gospel of Lake, 
chap, xviii. 15-17: 'And they broaghl 
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unto Him also infants [children], that He 
would touch them : but when His disciples 
saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus 
called them unto Him, and said. Suffer 
little children to come unto Me, and for- 
bid them not : for of such is the kingdom 
of God. Verily I say unto you, Whoso- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, shall in nowise enter there- 
in.' The narrative connected with these 
words is given by Mark at greater length 
and with vivider touches m chap. x. 13-16. 
It becomes us to ' take heed ' to what is 
herein brought before us. I remark gene- 
rally, that whatever was the motive which 
prompted the disciples to act so ungracious 
a part on this occasion, it is noteworthy, 
that not only was * the mind * which was in 
Jesus very different from theirs, but that 
there was a peculiarity and emphasis, to 
intensity, in His displeasure. Previously, 
He had found in them very much that was 
mistaken and wrong ; but, as a rule. He 
had treated their * infirmities ' — if infirmi- 
ties be the proper word — with exceeding 
tenderness. When they displayed — which 
they frequently did — the most inexcusable 
* unbelief,' He forbore with them — weat 
apart and prayed for them. AxA ^Krx- 



62 Tlu Laniia ail Safe. 

wards, when they Tell asleep daring 1 
B.viUi\ agony in Gethsemane, He excna 
tlicm iu worJs EoFt as uncomplainiDg tears. 
But uow, when they ^cooraged and 
fenced off those mothers from bringing 
their 'little ones' to Him, His anger vraa 
great, it bring told ua ' He was mueft rfa- 
pltas&V (Mark s 14); and while, oil the 
one hand, He welcomed the children, on 
the other, His disciples, under rebuhe, bad 
to stand aside to make way for tbeir ap- 
proach. Oh, what a picture ia here pre- 
eented I What a rnsh of tiny feet to the 
G«Dtle One 1 Tq tho words which fire so 
familiar in onr Sabbath schools, each 'little 
one' may well Bay, — 

■ 1 wLah ttiAt HlA hudi hod iKcn placed on id j bead, 
And HiB srmi had been ttrnmn Brnnniline: 
And that I might have beard Hlimeel wotdg when Heali 
Let the Uole ones eame nnta Me.' 

Can the thonght be entertained for a n 
ment, that the Saviour who ' blessed ' tb' 
children on earth, would reject them 
heaven if as children they came to Hi 
That He who welcomed them id 
state of hnmiliation, would send t 
away in His glory T ITiat the same ' 
which in tones of gentlest love said, ' C- 
wonld or will hereafter ntter the r 
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* Depart?' ' God forbid/' The Lord is not 
a maQy that He should change. The same 
mouth cannot, in reference to the same 
subjects, pronoance blessing and cursing. 

Let two things be specially observed at 
this point. 

(1.) That these were ^children,' riot mere 
babies. They were ' called ' by the Lord 
to come to Him. 

(2.) That they were not picTced-out children 
of Christian parents. They were children 
indiscriminately brotight, children of the 
chance-gathered multitude who happened 
to be there. So that the truth taught is 
positive and absolute, and is not that of the 
salvation of those particular children — for 
no doubt some of them grew up to manhood 
— ^but of children as such. I look in vain 
for evidence of the Christianhood, much 
more for the Christian profession, of these 
Jewish parents. I don't find the parents 
(or whoever they were) called to Jesus. I 
do find the ^ chUdren ' called. I do not at 
all interpret the Incident as setting forth 
the salvation of the children in question. 
If they died as children, I believe they 
were all * redeemed': if they lived to years 
of understanding, I indulge ttveVo^^^Ow^l 
found the ^blessing' ot lYieVc da^^^^^ 
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efficacious. But thk » not what is htfoty 
— Bat ^what acdth the Lard* concen 
child-salyation ? He looks above, and] 
claims, ^ Ofsw^ U the kingdom of km 
— the kingdom of heayen m heaven, ) 
the kingdom of heaven on earth; i 
^children' literaDy, go to heav^ i 
spiritnally the child-like are ^ of the ki 
dom ' here and hereafter. 

But, as before with the Old Testan 
records, we mnet look a little dosec 
these blessed words : ^ of such isllie Id 
dom of Grod;' or, ^of each is the! ki 
dom of heaven.' 

Some have contended liwt bj tl 
words our Lord meant only adnUfi who p 
sess a child-like dispodtion. I grant thi 
child-like disposition in an adult is a gra 
and that, as being so, it is a ' doctrine ' i 
lesson taught that the believer must 
child-like. But I differ from those \ 
make it the main doctrine and lesson h( 
For it is to be observed, that His displeas 
was expressed against His disciples 
hindering those to be brought to Him v 
were literally children. The reason 
assigns for charging the disciples not 
hinder the * little ones ' is, that ' of sue 
is < The Kingdom '—the ' of such ' bei 
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what Scholars call a genitive of possession, 
expressing that ' The Kingdom* belongs to 
little children, that little children have an 
interest in it, just as elsewhere the same 
thing is proclaimed concerning adults who 
are ' poor in spirit * (* for of thein is the 
kingdom of heaven,* Matthew v. 3), and 
concerning those 'persecuted for right- 
eousness' sake ' (' for of them is the king- 
dom of heaven,' Matthew v. 10).* Such 
a reason as this of the Lord could only 
be regarded as conclusive when applied to 
those who were children in age, not cha- 
racter. That His kingdom consisted of 
grown-up persons who were of a child- 
Hke spirit, would furnish no reason to the 
disciples that they should * suffer ' children 
in years to be brought to the Lord. But, 
on the other hand, if His kingdom below 
and above receives 'little ones' into its 
bosom, that supplies a sufficient reason 
why He should be displeased with those 
who would have hindered them from being 
brought to Him then, and why He should 
say, 'Suffer them to come, and do not 
forbid them, for My kingdom contains 
just such children.' 

* For this explanation of the t^itawi ^ 0/ iuth" \«cok.\w~ 
debted to one to whom I owe mucYv— Di ^w\aOTiQ^lQ^a3el%^"^ • 



dom' consists of chil( 
were easy ; but I don't 
serious for mere dialec 
that sort of thing is hr 
all human inference is '. 

I take this opportu 
readers to carry this j 
and not seek to push 
which I myself do not 
nothing to do with ani 
out of sight, I am respc 
is visible and 'revealed,' 

To my mind, the thi 
Misexplaining the incic 
childlike-dispositioned 
all its meaning and of 
For then you have th 
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selves, and gave forth a declaration cou- 
ceming children as such. 

Bat still farther, I ask attention to one 
verse of the narrative in Mark x. 15: 
' Verily I say onto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein/ The deep 
significance and precions suggestiveness of 
the verb ' receive * in this place, has been, I 
saspect, strangely overlooked. Granting, 
cwwi grattdy the lesson of humility, that all 
who would enter heaven must be child-like, 
let us ask what lies beneath the lesson in 
relation to children themselves, thus made 
symbols to parents ? Look at the record 
steadily : ' Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child.' What 
does that mean ? Surely, beyond a cavil, 
that the * little child' does 'receive* the 
blessing spoken of. The Lord is speaking 
of the ' receiving ' of the ' kingdom.' That is 
what He sets forth. They — adults — must 
' receive ' it, if at all, as their children ' re- 
ceive' it. Ergo, the ' little child ' receives it. 

Thus'we have, I apprehend, a positive 
statement from the Lord of the kingdom 
that children do ' receive ' that kingdom. 
And how — to pause a single mo\Xi^w\.\i^<^^ 
Undoes a litiXe child receive W-'l ^\s.^cv^^^ 
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of God's sovereign and free gift — entirely 
and absolntely of grace, withont any doing 
or contriving of its own* So tbe 'Uttle 
child ' receives ; and so must the believer* 
In the measuFetiiat the adult approaches 
the child-reception of the kingdom, is ho 
spiritaally-minded. Nay more, in the mea- 
sure in which all is received as the * gift* of 
free and sovereign grace, will the adult 
understand to distinguish between the *giv-r 
iiig' and 'receiving' by his chOdr-^in nda* 
tion to whom it is impossible to tdl the 
' how.* 

Finally here : If Original Sin — and I 
accept the common designation of the doc- 
trine — ^be not ^ done away' in Christ witii 
relation to all who die as children, bow 
may a child be presented as a symbol of 
what an adult must become ere he can enter 
heaven ? If the Spirit, as toward children 
who die as such, has not cancelled their sad 
heritage of guilt, and heart-changed them, 
how are adults to be invited to resemble 
tkemf Is it to be imagined that the Lord 
presented, not only an imperfect, but an 
unrenewed, nature as an exemplar ? Or to 
put it in another form : If a man who has 
become like a * little child ' enters the ' king- 
dom ' below and above, how can the child he 
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is to resemble — nay, must resemble — ere he 
can enter heaven, be excluded ? ' A little 
child.' Oh ! they are sweet, assnring, reliev- 
ing words ! As if the Lord would exclude 
every idea of the blessing being limited to 
the particnlar children then bronght to 
Him, He broadly and all-comprehendingly 
says not this or that, but a ' little child.' 
' Comfort one another with these tcords' Yes, 
'comfort one unother': for this looking 
away from the particnlar children then 
before Him, this generalizing to any ' child,' 
if but ' a child,' carries with it nnspeakable 
consolation, assures Moarners that, inas- 
mach as 'of snch is the kingdom of heaven,' 
their ' child ' is gone thither. Thus, as a 
third step toward our conclusion, we have 
the Lord Jesus proclaiming child-salvation 
to indiscriminate visitors with their ' little ones' ; 
and the farther very remarkable si/mboliza- 
tion of the truly heaven-fitted adult by 'a 
UttU child.' (Cf. also Matthew xviii. 3.) 
Again I ask no more than this to he 
conceded ; for this nmch irrefragably vin- 
dicates my position. 

Mrs Julia Gill, of America, has very 
p 13 Tfi. sweetly versified the Child- 
OtiM-Bringins' Bringing of the narratives just 
*■ "■* considered. "aeTc 'v, "v.-. — 



for the Lord to look upon.' 

*^e many in Israel-.' 

I leei such a burden of carp 
If I carry it to the if °ster ^' 
Perhaps I shall leaveft'there 

*^^M® l"^ ^^« ^a"d on the chiM 

So over the hills of Judah 
Wifh^Kr'i,lel"-oW 

Andi^elfefllfr^-^^^^^^^^^ 

Through the ?2°"/^ *"^ Hi« ^ 
Prest to the feet of the Lon 



The Lambs all Safe, 71 

And the heavy heart of the mother 

Was lifted all earth-care above, 
As He laid His hands on the brothers, 

And blest them with tenderest love,— 

As He said of the babes in His bosom, 
' Of such is the kingdom of heaven ' — 

And strength for all duty and trial 
That hour to her spirit was given. 

I turn finally to Matthew xviii. 10, 11. 
p. 14.* Small 'Take heed that ye despise 
^sLr'Sf'^ not one of these little ones; 
Lambs.* for I Say unto you, that in 

heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of My Father which is in heaven. For 
the Son of man is come to save that which 
was lost* (cf. also vers. 12, 13, in connec- 
tion with ver. 14); and to Rev. xx. 12: 
'And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God : and the books were 
opened ; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life : and the dead 
were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to 
their works,' — by which, as a fourth step, 
I would show that what the Lord said when 
on earth, viz., 'of such is the kingdom of 
heaven,* is confirmed hy what the Seer of 
Patmos saw when he was lifted vp to heaven. 
In these words there is very blessed 
consolation, that is commonly, I suspect, 
overlooked. Let my Tea^^x^ ^\si^^^'^^'* 



Fmt or all, we nave 
a very striking announc 
children, ' little ones.' B 
interpretation of one vitc 
what most of all I am 
reader to observe is, 
upon the declaration on 
1 1, ' For the Son of mt 
that which was lost/ 
and can only refer here t< 
' little ones ' of whom H< 
and mark its wide, 
character, ver. 10, *T 
despise not one of thes 
is, any one of all the ' li 
mind, it is of ' salvation,' 
the * little ones,' — ^all be 

TJio nnmincr and dvinST.- 
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By reading and * searching' the chapter 
at leisure, it will be found that the august 
* visions* that are here unfolded exhibit the 
procedure of the Judgment-day, that great 
Day which awaits us all. The whole Uni- 
verse is represented as marshalled into two 
great hosts, ver. 12, ' I saw the dead, small 
and great.' By * small' is meant the ' little,' 
or the 'children.' By 'great,' again, is 
meant the older, the adults, or men. That 
such is the meaning of the respective words, 
will appear by consulting one or two 
parallel passages wherein the same word 
in the Original is used. 

(1.) Matt. X. 42 : ' Whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ernes a cup 
of cold water only in the name of a dis- 
ciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward.' 

(2.) Matt, xviii. 10 : ' Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones,'* 

* This is scarcely the place for criticism ; but with refer- 
ence to the sequel of this verse, ' For I say unto you, Tha!^ 
in Tieaven their angeU do always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven,' I venture to ask if kyyi\»s is not used 
here for disembodied spirit^ as in Acts xiL. 15, ' Then said they, 
It is his angel,' i e. — his ' spirit ' ? If this be so— and I think 
I am correct — what a stream of light does tliis remarkable 
saying of Christ pour upon our subject ! It is surely an 
afBnnation of the nearness of the 'little ones ' to their great 
Father ' in heaven.' It surely also guides ■«» \q 'CdJvxJ*..^'v\v5K. 
so mncb of the little mouldering \)ody, «a al W^ ^orS^'ts^ 
spirit become an • angel* The nottoii ot a i\x«v^v4». ^vv^'s^^'V 
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(3.) In combiDatioa — ActB viii. 10 : " 
whom the; all gave heed, from the leaft 
the greatest.'* 

(4.) Heb. Tiii. 11;' They ehall not tea 
every man his neighbonr, and every ni 
hia brother, saying, Know the Lord : 1 
all shall know Me, from the least to 1 
greal£St.' 

I mny observe that I do not forget J 
iii. I'J, ' The amall and the gj-eat are thei 
Bat I can't concede that high and low f 
intended, seeing no snch earthly distil 
tions role in heBTen or at tJiejadgme 
Moreover, Job is setting foilh the endi 
of snch distinctionB. 

Well ! the ' small ' being children, a 
the 'great' being the older or adnlte — 
are to stand before God.t What thent 
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give the sequel of ver. 12, 'And the books 
[plural] were opened/ These are the two 
Books constantly referred to in the Word 
of God: on the one hand, the Book in 
which are recorded the names and doings 
of the unbelieving, and the Book in which 
are similarly recorded the names and deeds 
of the * believing/ But again, what fol- 
lows the opening of these two books ? I 
gi^e the answer from ver. 12; 'And an- 
other book was opened, which is' the 
Book — ^No I not that, but literally, — being 
without the article, — ^Book of Lifey empha- 
tically ' of life,' and of life alone, having no 
dark entries in it, like the one of the other 
two. This is all the more noticeable in 
that in Old' and New Testament alike, the 
objective reality of a 'Record' of Life, 
and of Death, is asserted. ' Another ' dis- 
tinguishes the child-saved Book from ' The 
Book of Life' of those 'saved' by per- 
sonal believing. 

We must connect all this with Rev. xi. 
18;' Thy wrath is come, and the time of 
the dead, that they should be judged, and 
that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy 
servants the prophets, and to the saints, 
and them that fear Thy name, small ^^j^jS^ 
^rea^. ' My readers will be ?^o ^oo^ ^^ 
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attend to what we hare got here. At tiie 
production of theieTHKUB Booki^ chfldm, 
or the < smalV are pr e e ont with ttie *gnik>' 
or adults — ergo^ as one of the Avt.diMli 
The three classes are thus s -i 

1. Belie?ing 'redeoned* adidti^ ' 

2. XJnbeKering 4oBt' adidtak 

3. The ' smair or chOdreiu 

So that the <ilM Book is noitheliiaM 
Book of Life, properly so called, but ^as* 
other book of^* different^ yet thosMnfrili 
kind^ and doubtlesB forming put of tt| ft 
Book belonging to Christ the Laiiih» ^ 
Book of the Gk>od Shepherd's lamba^-^lit 
Book in which the names of the laaMtf 
the flock are ' written,' the memorial aM 
record of those who--Jn the case of toy 
many of them — ^barely lived before they 
died — whose tiny feet never dinted onr 
dusty earth, but at once ascended to breathe 
Heaven's ampler and balmier atmosphere. 
Oh ! no double book is needed for them ! 
Another — a single Book, a Book op life 
alone. There is Life — Life only — Life alto- 
gether^ all the little ones, ' The Lambs are 
all safe.' Even so is it * written.' Thus 
must I ' read' the Law and the Testimony. 
And thus I most hold that every child, 
the wide world over, who dies a child, is 



--- . ■ 
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enrolled in tlio Book of Life, the Book of 
the Lambs.* It is very idle to refer to 
ver. 15, *And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of Cre,' as if there were contra- 
diction here. There is no contradiction. 
In ver. 15, as in ver. 12, the judgment is 
of those who had done ' works* But tlie 
Judgment, and much less the woe, has 
nothing to do with the parenthetic clause 

that tells of * anotiikk book of 

life* I take this parenthetic clause pre- 
cisely as it is ' written.' You render the 
^afwthef' tautological and unmeaning, if you 
refuse it its force — if you refuse to receive 
what is declared, that for the ' small' or 
children (the others being accounted for by 
the other two books) there is a third and 
^another book' which is also a book ^of 
life.' That it is thus separately named and 
neparately designated ^ another,' I must 
believe, is on purpose to assare us that all 

* I WM aiprecablv Rttnirined to And— after above liad been 

KiblMied in the Magazine, as explainc<l in the Preftttory 
ot«— that Dr John Cummlnff fflvcH the aainu intcrvretatlon. 
ArrlTed at altojrethrr lndc])rnduntly, I am Riad to have my 
own view thus conflrmpd. With nfcnmco to 'amall * as -■ 
chlhlrm, I don't nt ull inNiat that it ineann children only. I 
■m quite willing to take the meaning to bo — none to hi^h 
M to be above, none ao low aa to bo beneath record. Uut I 
moat strenuoualy hold an objective aa diatlngaiahed from a 
mert anbjectlve record. 
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the ' small,' all the lambs, arb aAi 
CBn take nothing lei^s, nothing else, 
this bloEsed ' another.' I find i 
other esse, and bj any other interprel 
the 'small' or children broaght foi 
and their destiny esi' epti on ally nn-dw 
for it is impo^iible that they can be 
numbers of the other two books, 'j 
every man aeeordiiig to their wwita 
13); whereas when I accept 'aootl! 
really meaning what it says, I hai 
'small' or children not only bron»l 
ward, but gloriously and (fracious 
forth aR nil redeemed. All is han 
all is clear, all are accounted for 
'another' is gi?en its place and 
Gcance. And so as the innermost c 
'tion of my heart, and as the issue i 
exegesis of the passage, I proclai 
again, ' The Laubs are all Safe.' 
is a Book of Life for them, ' another ' 
as there is 'The Book of Life' fo 
lievers — of Judgment for un-Beli 
I would ask, with all earnestness, 
who gainsay onr conclnsion to tell ns 
this 'another' means, if not a boo 
lifn' forthn nnW nthpr cIuks i 
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Subsidiary to the above, in tlie relation 
of the remarkable words to the Judgment- 
day, it is not to be unobserved, that in the 
Word of God, wherever responsibility is 
expressed and assigned, the principle is — 
judgment according to works. How can 
child-condemnation get in under this doc- 
trine ? How any condemnation of children, 
unless by pretention or reprobation — that 
spectral shadow of Predestination ? Then 
again, there can be no child-condemnation 
for ^evil works;' nor Uhis condemnation,' 
that ^ Light came into the world,' and thei/ 
refused it. The threatenings and judg- 
ments of the Bible, — as the Bible alto- 
gether, — are addressed to personal and 
persistent transgressors, who ' choose the 
evil and refuse the good,' and the opposite. 
Wherever 'works' are connected with 
children, I am shut up to think, and to 
think only, of the finished work for them 
of their Lord and Redeemer, and of His 
claims thereupon. 

May I be permitted to say to any of my 
readers who may have dead ' little ones,* 
and are themselves — ay, it may be to ' grey 
hairs' — unconverted, that surely they may 
well be touched to the quick by this one 
reflection, if by no other, from what has 
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heaven, and cast away as a faded violet 
the Divine hope of again seeing and being 
andividedly, unendingly, with their loved 
and ' gone before *f By the fireside me- 
mories of dead * little ones,' I would be- 
seech all parents, yea all men, to 'turn 
NOW and live.' Why choose ' separation' 
rather than meeting f See ye not, Fathers ! 
Mothers 1 how, if once you yourselves are 
' in Christ,* your ' little ones * in heaven 
bind the two worlds together, and are a 
help to you in your striving to love the 
nnseen Saviour, and draw you heavenward 
as with ' bands of love' ? 

* In this dim world of oloudlnfr carcM, 
We rarely know, till wUdered eyes 
See white wlnfcs lessening up the sklci 

The Angels with us unawares. 

And then hast stolen a Jewels Death t 
Shall light thy dark up like a Star, 
A Beacon kindling from afar. 

Oar light of love, and fainting faith. 

Thro' tears It gleams peipetoallv, 
And glitters through the thickest glooms, 
Till the eternal morning comes 

To light us o'er the Jasper Sea.'* 

Before regarding our subject in its doc- 

p. 16. • w% art trinal relations, I would in- 

''^' sert here the * We are seven' 

f Wordsworth, than which I know of 

* The Ballad of Babe ChristabeL By Gerald Massey (5th 
), pp. 24, 2fi. 

F 



'inat llfftitly draws lt< 
And feels its life in erv 

What should it know 
I met a little cottage gi 

She was eight years c 
Her hair was thick wltl 

That clustered round 
She had a rustic, woodl 

And she was wildly c 
Her eyes were fair, and 

Her beauty made me 

* Sisters and brothers, 111 

How many may you 

* How many ?— Seven in 

And, wondering, loolt 

* And where are they ? I 

She answered, ' Serer 
And two of us at C!onw{ 

And two are gone to 
Two of us in the churcl 

Hy sister and my brc 
And in the churchyard 

Dwell near them witl 

* Ton say that two at Coi 

And two are gone to 
Tet ye are seven I I pra 

Sweet Maid, how this 
Then did the little Maid 
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iknd there upon the groand I sit, 

And sing a song to them. 
And often after sunset, sir. 

When it is light and fair, 
I take my little porringer. 

And eat my supper Uiere. 
The first that died was sister Jane; 

In bed she moaning lay, 
Till God released her of her pain, 

And then she went away. 
So in the churchyard she was laid; 

And, when the grass was dry. 
Together round her grare we played, 

My brother John and I. 
And when the ground was white with snow, 

And I could run and slide, 
Hy brother John was forced to go, 

And he lies by her side.* 
* Uow many are you, then,' said I, 

* If they two are in heaven ? ' 
Quick was the little Maid's reply, 

* 0, Master I we are seven.' 

•But they are dead; those two are dead! 

Their spirits are in heaven ! * 
"Twas throwing words away ; for still 
The little Maid would have her will, 
And said, * Nay, we are seven ! * 

Wishing to be as brief, and anwearying, 
16. Doe- *^^ UTirepetitive as possible, 

ai relations. I woald conclude mj Inquiry 

ctums. Y)j meeting certain objections. 

ese may be classified exhaustively, if I 
not, under four : — 

1. How does the universal salvation of 
Idren agree with the Bible doctrine of 
[ginal Sin? 

2. How does it agree with the douhl^ 
t'^l)tbat children ate ol\.^\\^V\^^lC^- 
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Tolred in the conaequeuces of their parents' 
flin ; and (2) that special promises are made 
to believers concerning their children T 

3. How does the nnirersal salTation of 
cliildreii agree with the doctrine that sal- 
vation comes by believing T 

4. How does it agree with the doctrine 
of election? 

If I do not misnnderstand the matter, 
it will be found, 1 thinls, that tliese four 
queKtioiis start and cover all objectiooa 
that have been or which can be urged 
against the universal salvation of children. 
Iwould honestly try honestly to meet them; 
and I would do so with all respect, as hav- 
ing evidence that they do trouble and dis- 
quiet many conscientious and godly people. 

1. How does the universal salvation ot 
p. IT. *origi- children agree with the Bible 
naisac doctrine of Original Sin! 

Here I am anxious that it should be dis- 
tinctly understood, that I accept the 
solemn and hnmbling doctrine of Original 
Sin and inherited and transmitted heart- 
depravity. I mnst hold it to be ' written,' 
if I am not to juggle with words, that in 
j^dam MANKIND fell, and that from fallen 
Adam mankind inherit a sinful and coiropt 
natare. About a\V t\ial, 1 «.m ^^.■w&'ei. 
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there can be no debate by those wbo bow 
to the words of the Word. I do not 
mean that I have no difBcnlties — that I do 
not find myself, in thinking out the doc- 
trine, baffled with myetery. It is dark and 
dreadful ; and the dark and dreadful mnst 
of necessity cast deep aud dark and huge 
GhadowB, and cause one to ' grope.' But 
of the matter-of-fact I cannot doubt, any 
more than I can doubt of the matter-of- 
fact of many kindredly inscrutable and tre- 
mendooa things outside of the Bible ; and 
so I bow to it. I must eTcn go farther — 
I might close the lids of the Bible, and stilt 
feel myself shut up to accept the trans- 
mission of moral eril. The psychological 
facts bearing thereupon, it were easy to 
Bhow — if need were — lead to precisely the 
'same awful conclosion with Scripture. 
Prom within and without the Word of 
God, then, I can ha?e no doubt as to the 
race's heritage 'received by tradition' 
[not ' the tradition ' as in onr English Bible 
— a deeper and more tremendous thing than 
teaching or example]. (1 Peter i. 18.) 
Bnt starting with this Pact of Original 
Sin in .all its depth and significance, does 
it really conflict with the otb«— ^ot ^w*. 
surety I may pronounce it V\Ve"NW,t — "A'^^ 
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aiiiversal Balratitm «f chUdren? h Il». 
nniversal solTatiM ol children a neceseoif 
ioTalidation of tbe former* I ansvrot 
Dot at all. For mj own part, I hare nt 
diScalty in harmoniKing the two. Hsfi, 
I assort that the Twry word ' eatv&tio** 
— the 'SalvatioD' of children — inToWa^ 
asEQmea, a Bomething from which ilu^ 
need to be eared — involves, assome^ 
in short, their aalra-tioa from tliis rajf 
tbing Original Kq— ilhe only relation ni 
GUstatoB toward them — or from th^ 
sad heriti^e of gdlt and conderanaKW I 
and of a depraved, becunse fall afjlggl 
Those, therefore, who affirm thttil^^^l 
h)g the doctrine of the aniversal (Htlntln 
of children, we Bet aside, or so mnch at 
impinge upon, the other doctrine of Ori|3- 
nal Sin, lose sight of tbe fact, that it he 
at the bottom of our argument. We dor 
deny Original Sin being in, or rather opt 
children; bat we do assert their salTaf 
from It It is of the sai.vation of cbtldt 
not of their sinlessnesa, we argae. JE 
there is something from which they i 
to be saved ; and that something is ' 
TheologiB,n8 call — albeit the Bible eon 
no BQcli terroa — Original Sin. We 
hold the nnirereal salvation of ehildi 
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the basis of what they are in tliemselvea. 
Their nature we believe to be radically 
and * from the womb ' corrupt, and hence 
in itself self-excluded from heaven by the 
measure of the self-exclusion of all sin. 
But we also believe that their sin is * put 
away/ I am all the more earnest to 
affirm my acceptance of inherited depravity, 
because I regard the pretty sentimental- 
izing of comfort from the ' innocence ' and 
* purity,' virtually sinlessness, of children — 
that is, based upon 'another foundation 
than that which is laid, which is Christ 
Jesus* — as dishonouring to the Lord ; and 
doctrinally erroneous. 

I may give an analogy from the Garden. 
I have, be it supposed, a plant in a flower- 
pot which has a poisonous flower. Just 
now it is very ' wee.* — Well ! take it wher- 
ever you may — remove it from its original 
jungle or marsh — it will grow up and 
out into a poisonous and baneful thing. 
You may take it into a sheltered place — 
richest loam, no east wind, brightest sun- 
shine — still it will grow a poisonous thing. 
Lavish all care, all skill, all culture, I 
can't change the pestiferous nature. Pre- 
ciaely so : the child has the poison taint of 
sin within it, and it must out ere it can 
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and cleanse, and purify it ; and in the re- 
yelation that David's little boj passed into 
heaven (were there none other), it is attest- 
ed to us that THAT IS DONE : for * there 
shall in nowise enter into it anything that 
dejileih ' (Rev. xxi. 7). What then ? In 
children as in adnlts, ' They are sanctified 
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by the Spirit of God' (1 Cor. 
vi, 11). ' These are they who follow the 
Lamb whithersoever He goeth' (Rev. xiv. 4). 
Is there any one bold enough to main- 
tain that the eflScacy of the Blessing is 
weaker than the Curse ? Or, that Origi- 
nal Sin abides the same frightful thing with 
Christ come, as it had been suppose He 
had never come ? The Word of God, I 
believe, teaches very differently. It starts 
•>ith the fact of Original Sin and its dread 
penalty, but it tells, that side by side with 
it, there is a 'more abundant life' pro- 
mjded (John x. 10). Could anything more 
definitely assert the Christ-derived salva- 
tion of children than those words of Paul ? 
' Them that had not sinned after the simi- 
litude of Adam's transgression ' (Rom. v. 
14). Let these * good words' be prized — 
* had NOT SINNED.' If they had v\c>\. ^\ws\^^ 
fo, it is demonstrable by t\ve \\^c,^^'^\NSsi.'^ ^^ 
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say je, "Whj^ doth not the aonheartlie iniquity 
of ijU father t When the son hath done that 
which is lawful aDd right, and hath kept nil 
Mf statates, aad hatii done them, he sliaJl 
turebfUve. Theaonlthatn'nnefAiitehalldie. 
The Eon shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, neither shall the father bear the ini- 
qnity of the son : the righteouRness of The 
RiQHTEOtTS shall be npon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be apon Aim.' 
I place alongside of these words another 
very bleesed announcement of the ntter 
away-pntting of Original Sin, as matter of 
eternal condemnation by itself: Isa. xliii. 
27, and xliv. 1-3. ' Thy first father [ = 
Adam] hath sinned [no explaining away 
or softening of the primary fact], and thy 
teachers [thus selecting the very best 
among them] have transgregsed against 
Me. . . . Tet Tioto hear, Jacob, My 
servant, and Israel whom I hare chosen : 
Thns saitb the Lord that made thee and 
formed thee from the womb, which will help 
tbee ; Fear not, O Jacob, My servant ; 
and thou, Jeshnrun, whom I have chosen. 
For I will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry groond : 
I will poor My Spirit nponTH^ seko,w&. 
Mjf blessing npon toine o^ys^tkv&Q- 



— 1 adduce Jer. xxxi. 
days they Bhall say no 
have eaten a sour grape 
teeth are set on edge, 
die for his own iniquiti 
eateth the sour grape, 
set on edge.' Mark, ' J 
is not implied that Gc 
in this arbitrary manne 
blessed, Christ-come tin: 
day of the Gospel, the p< 
raise the bitter and unju 
those of old did : * In th 
say no more.' No ! Wi 
come, it is very definitely 
has undertaken to deal 
problem and penalty of 



^ ^^.~^^^. 
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Bion, instead of giring it np, yea, givin;^ 
himself up, to Christ, he nerer will be cod- 
deraned for it. It is only he who pereon- 
allj ' eats the sour grape' whose ' teeth 
are set on edge.' Emphatically it is 'he 
that sirmeth,' and he alone, who ' dies.' But 
cliildren never, oh ! never have made Ori- 
ginal Sin their own— never have actually 
transgressed. Therefore in Christ, the 
Second Adam, as their Head, is Original 
Sio removed from them. That is what 
they are saved from, ' Behold ! the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away tub sin of the 
world.'" 

2. How does the universal salvation of 
children agree with the two- 
HiHd in tm^ fold fact, (1) that children 
^mcM^iFKio; ^j,g often, visibly, involved in 
the consequences of their 
parents' sin ; and (2) that special promises 
are made to believers concerning their 
children t 

We have here to consider, — 

(1.) ThcU children are often, viaiblg, in- 
voiced in die consequences of their parents' sin. 
— My answer to this will be very short, and 
almost wholly in Bible words. I adduce 
Eccles. ix. 1,2:' For all ttia I cowE.\A«t«.4. 

* See Xote h In AtipenUi^ 
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in my liearl, even to declare all this 
tberigbteons, and the wise, and their t 
are in tlie hand of tiod : no rtum h, 
either love or hatred bi/ all ihat ia before 
All things come alike to all : there 
CTent to the righteons antl to the wi 
to the good, and to the clean, and 1 
unclean ; to him that Gocrificeth, and t 
that eacrifkceth not : as is the good. 
the sinner.' Calaniities, snlTerings th 
bounded by Earth, have got nothing 
with eternal punishment or eternal i 
tion. And indeed the objection r 
itself by overleapinjr. For if tea 
ealaniilies and suffer irifrs involve Ihat 
who end n re them perish, how many i 
holiest men, with all their children, 
periahed t We need not go hack I 
Flood, to Sodom, to besieged Jems 
In our own conntry, in the time of civ 
— in America at this moment — how 
of God's own people hare perished t 
sword, and pbgue, and famine ! ' 
things belong to Earth, and the mj 
of them we ma; not hope to ' anseal 
we get to the other side : but they 

. got nothing whatever to do with the 
in qnestion. Children, it is to be cone 

do suffer for their patente' cthii«6,-( 
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cally and morally, bnt never eternally. 
They snfier eternally only for their onn 
3iDB o! actual transgreasion when they grow 
np to know ' good and evil,' to ' discerti 
between the right hand and the left,' and 
when they self-choose the left — self-choose 
to let Original Sin and all sin abide, epite 
at Him who yearns to 'pat away' both, 
to put away all, — ^yea, who has already 
pot alt away from ' whosoever will ' accept 
salvation from Him. 

Bat while I mnst refose the relation of 
thiB often urged objection, I cannot pass 
by the Bolemn lesson of parental responsi- 
bility herein read ; and not only so, but I 
would observe what a fence against an 
Gtod has pat up in this very thing. What 
prill a father not do for his child T What 
will ft mother not snffer f Well ! Ood lays 
iotd of that and says : For year child's 
lake don't sin; for your sin won't terminate 
ffith yourself, K«call the case of Jeroboam 
ind its awful record : ' Howbeit, from the 
lins of Jeroboam, the eon of Nebat, who 
nade Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from 
ifter them ' (2 Kings x. 29). The man 
lied — his sin lived away down successive 
^nerations, and lo ! still it be&T& \.\i«\nwv^ 
»/ Aj s/n, I can only notice ftie ^Ss**- ^ 



98 The Umbs all Safe. 

opeos np the whole qneatioii of the trsns- 
miaaion of maral as of phj^ical qualities. 
I believe it to be a fact Uiat the child of s 
liar, though broaght ap bj others, will God 
Ijing to be hi.'i tveak pioint. Let me cntrent . 
all this to be well weighed ; aod specifical!; 
that I have in view the growing up.* 

By the way, the ' myslery * of suSeruig 
through inheritance is a fact of the Uni- 
verse. Thnp, I cannot tell liow it come* 
abont that timt poor motli that has jnst 
fallen singed at my hand should he so \ 
bruised aod hurt, or how that poor llttto 
robin od my eill should have its eye put out 

We haTe to consider, — 

(2.) That special promises are made to be- 
Heeers concemin/i Iheir children. — Hj answer 
here ia again imhesitant, and direct, and 
aiwolute. All tiiich proitiises and special 
blessings have respect to those capable of 
receiving instruction. Let my readers 
turn to Gen. xviii. 19; Dent. ir. 9, 1^ 
vii. 9, si. 18, 19 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 5-7. 

It will not be gainsaid, I daresay, that 
these promises and precepts respect those 
who are capable of receiving inetmctioni 
and of yielding to its influence. The pecn- 
liar promises, therefore, so far from weak- 



^^H^^l 
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cning our argument, uphold 
special promises are given in 
children becoming boys and 
men and roaideiiK, men and 
^fing ag c/iUdi-en; and in tlie 


97 

it. Those 
view of the 
girls, joung 
women — 7iot 

prospect of 



tLat, Christian parenta are encouraged to 
pray in behalf of their ofispring, and to 
use diligently all the means of grace. 
Ponder, then, my readers, the momentous 
aud radical distinction — that pecuhar 
bleseinga and promises are bound up with 
the discharge of parental duties toward 
children who, in the providence of God, 
are spared to be capable to ' know,' and 
' believe,' and obey for themselyes." 
3. How does the universal salvation of 
p 18 'shjm- '^''''''J'^'' Bgfee with the doc- 
tion bi beiicv- triuc that salvatiou comes by 
*""■' beheving? — It is astounding 

tliatthissoever-urged objection should have 
a feather's weight, A simple syllogism ex- 
poses its folly. No one can be saved who 
does not believe. But a little child can't 
believe. Therefore no child can be saved. 

• 'Aifbrtheplacesof Spriptnre.' s»ya Perktiu, 'which 



98 



The Lambs all S(tfe. 



From 80 appalling a cfrndnsioii t 
stoutest and moBt creed-cramped hei 
must shrink. But the oljectioii is iDo| 
cal as it is crael— 4b prepoirteroiu at it 
antiscriptnraL When it is said salfsU 
eometh of faith, it ia palpable that 1 
creature addressed mnst hare c^mUI 
of faith. Bat children are iiiaipali 
Therefore faith cannot be the chaniiid 
which salration reaches Aon. TlMjf i 
saved by Chnst^s righteotumeBS mnn 
to them. I leave nndetennined wkmA 
capacity or moral respoitfibility bq^ 
It must necessarily vary extremdy. 

But on this pohit, I will let anol] 
speak : — ' Sdf-recognition,' says the R 
Samuel Cox of Nottingham, 'commeni 
at different periods in different children. 
the East they are more precocious than 
the West, though even here some child] 
sooner attain self-consciousness than othe 
It is not easy, therefore, to fix the date 
which children recognise their individi 
life, and assume personal rcsponsibili 
The Jews fixed it at twelve years of age* < 
his twelfth birth-day the Hebrew boy ^ 
recognised sua a ^^ son of the Law,** t. e., 
personally bound by its precepts, and 
coming under the injunction of Mosc 
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*• There every year shall all your men-chil- 
dren appear before the Lord God, the God 
of Israel." As the boy now became an- 
swerable for his own actions, it was thought 
right that he should be more carefully 
trained in the knowledge and practice of 
the Law ; and, as part of this training, 
should go up to the annual feasts at Jeru- 
salem, and sit at the feet of its doctors. 
On what authority this custom was based 
I have failed to discover ; but Christ ob- 
served it, as He observed other innocent 
customs received by tradition from the 
fathers ; or, rather, His parents observed 
it for Him. They, like other pious Jews, 
" went to Jerusalem every year, at the 
feast of the Passover. And when He was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusa- 
lem," taking Him with them, "after the 
custom of the feast," and presented Him 
in the temple as " a son of the Law." '* 

I would further adorn my own words 
with a few from another, in another con- 
nection. * The plea,' Dr Sibbes observes, 
* must be understood of those of years of 
discretion. For infants that die in their 
infancy, we have a double ground of com- 
fort concerning them. ¥\i«\., ^«^ ^!>2t^ 

• The CbUd Christ: a ChristTiM^ SemvoxvA'^^'^- 
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witliin tlie covenaiil. IIsTe tbey cot re- 
ceived tho Beat of the coTenant, wliich is 
baptism ? And however they actaaily 
answer not the eovenant of grace by actual 
believing, yet they have the seed of be- 
lieving, the Spirit of God in them ; and 
God doth comprehend tliem by His mercy, 
being not able to comprehend Him. We 
leave infants to the mkbct of God.'" 
4. How does the universal salvation of 
P.M. 'Eia- chiidrenttFreewithelBCtion? — 
''""' Dr Russell, in his Treatise on 

our Biibject, has very fully answered thia 
question. A mere sentence, I think, is all 
demanded here. For if it be trne — and I 
venture to deem it established — that all 
children are redeemed, then it follows that 
all who die as children are inclnded among 
the ' elect of God,' the ' election of grace,' 
araong the ' many ' given to Jesus : 

'And Dfthe RAsaou for Uie baby paid. 



Let this be noted : Tlie ScripturcB, in 
distinguishing others from the 'chosen' . 
or 'elect,' invariably, end with nicety of j 

■ M beftiTT, vnl III. pp. «fl, <87. f 

1 Mn A. iituut Munieatb. I 
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wording, represent them as walking in the 
ways of sin, as shutting their eyes to the 
light, as hardening themselves against God. 
It is by their 'deeds' recorded in the 
Book they are to be 'judged' and ad- 
judged. It is ^vjorkers of iniquity' who 
perish. It is ' neglecters ' of salvation who 
cannot 'escape.' None of all that applies 
to children. Election, in so far as I trace 
it in the Bible as a cause — and it pervades 
it as such — is a cause only of good, never 
of evil. The only cause of any soul's perish- 
ing is its sin, and neglect of the offered, 
pressed 'salvation.' But children don't 
know, and consequently can't 'neglect.' 
Ergo, election wears only a smiling, joy- 
ous, hopeful aspect towards them. There- 
fore, bereaved fathers and mothers, ' Thus 
saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for 
thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; 
and tkei/ shall come again from the land of 
the enemy,' even the Last Enemy, death. 
(Jer. xxxi. 16.) And again St Paul, 
* The La&t Enemy, that shall be destroyed, 
is death' (1 Cor. xv. 26). 

I have been meeting Objections. Let 
p. 21. 'Har- Die in a word indicate Uksi- 

monies.' MONIES. T\i^ ^II^^^N^av^ v:5^- 
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Children by Jesna Christ is in harraoity 
with the righteonsnesfl which pervades 
God's dealings with man nnder the Gospel. 
J^nrfa)««n(oW/, God ie 'righteons' in saving 
ng. All doubts on this are met b; looking 
to the Cross. Even so, in the ' doctiine' 
I adrocate, the Divine Righteousness stands 
clear. The 'Holy Child' lived for Chil- 
dren : the SaFionr 'died.' It is npon the 
broad basis of Atonement, made for 'tiie 
BIN of the world,' I assert salration for all 
involved in that sin, and who, by the 
necessities of the case, are incapable of 
refusing or neglecting the one only ' way" 
of deliverance. 

So with the Grace of the QospeL The 
Salvation of Children fits in with all that 
the B\\>\e says on this subject. It is to 
misconceive the very make and substance 
of Grace, if I may so speak, to narrow it 
so as to leave uncovered a particle of the 
involuntary need. 

Then, seeing that half at least of our 
race die in childhood, it is to falsify the 
apostolic declaration, ' Where sin abonnded, 
grace shall much more abound' (Eom, v. 20), 
to think for a moment that they are nu- 
redeemed. 

Onee more: if God has 'no pleasure 
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in the death of him that dieth/ in adult 
and deliberate choice, can we suppose the 
great Father's feeling otherwise toward 
those who were precluded a choice ? Doth 
divine mercy transform the sin-hardened; 
and will it ' pass by ' the sin-touched, the 
'little ones' involved in a calamity they 
never knew ? No. No. No. 

Again, in relation to the grace of the 
Lord, how is it to empty out that grace 
from a prophetic saying like this, 'He 
shall gather the lambs in His arms ' (Isa. 
xl. 11), to suppose that the care of the 
Good Shepherd fails at the very instant 
when His help is especially needed ! Is the 
promise only for time, and not for eter- 
nity f Surely that were to affirm change 
of unchanging Love f 

Still further, I observe, that the very 

p 22 'Har- ^^^^^^ ^^ *^® penalty in the 
monies:'iroiia- placc of woc, may assure us 
**^'^^** that no ' child ' ever has gone, 

or ever can go thither. Hell is not that sub- 
stantive ' fire and brimstone ' horror which 
it vulgarly is painted; but a spiritual 
thing, whose deepest elements are found — 
to name no more than two — ^in Memory and 
in personal Ejection, In memori^,^ vrltk \1^ 
reworseSf and self-accwsva^^, ^^xA ^'^^'^ 
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Bcioneness of yiolence tloue to our 
iDEtiDcts. There roast be awful res 
tion of ein-doiag fetched np from tL 
Tanislied Past. Bat the child h 
Tnemory, no remorses, no eelf-accnsi 
no voluntary sin. The child in glory na 
know mhaC sia is. Blessed maudragor: 
personal Rejection — One can understan 
pang must bo added to pang in the ', 
ledge of many opportnoitics, many i 
tioDS, many eiitreatieE, ay, many eti. 
of conscience and of resolution. Bi 
child can have no snch knowledge 
ao such responsibility. Before, thei 
child can be adjudged to perdition 
must re-fashion it after a frightfal 
The mere supposition reveals its blasp 
I gather up what I have snbmittei 
I", J3. •Rabin far, by telhng an old H 
*''"■■' story, — Rabbi Meir — so: 

— sat during the whole of one Sat 
tlay in the pubhc school and instruct* 
people. Daring his absence from . 
his two boys, both of them of nncoi 
beauty, died. Hia wife, their raolber 
them to her chamber, laid them npc 
marriage- bed, and spread a white coi 
over their bodies. Towards evening ] 
Meir camehome. 'Where aremybe 
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sons,' he asked, * that I may give them my 
blessing I* * They are gone to the school,' 
was the answer. *I repeatedly looked 
round the school,' he replied, ' and I did 
not see them there.' She reached him a 
goblet ; he praised the Lord at the going 
out of the Sabbath, drank, and again asked, 
' Where are my boys, that they may drink 
of the cup of blessing?' *They will not 
be far off,' she said, and placed food before 
him, that he might eat. He was in a glad- 
some and genial mood ; and when he had 
said grace after the meal, she thus ad- 
dressed him : * Rabbi, with thy permission 
I would fain propose to thee one question.' 
* Ask it then, my love!' he replied. 'A 
few days ago, a person entrusted some 
jewels to my custody, and now he demands 
them again: should I give them back 
again?' * This is a question,' said Rabbi 
Meir, * which my wife should not have 
thought it necessary to ask. What! 
wouldest thou hesitate or be reluctant to 
restore to every one his own ?' * No,' she 
replied, ' but yet I thought it best not to 
restore them without acquainting thee 
therewith.' She then led him to their 
chamber, and stepping to tU^ \i^^^ \Kk<^ 
the white covering froml\ievt\vo^\^^. '^ ^^^* 
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my bojB, my boys]' thus loudly lama 
the f&ther ; ' lb bojs I the light of i 
eyes !' Themothw tnined amyand w 
At length she toofc her hnslMiid by 
hftud, luid said, 'BabU, didst ttion 
teach me Uiat we most not be reloetaa 
restore Utat which was wtnisted to 
keeping 1 See, the Lord gave, the I 
hath te^en away, and blened be the n 
of the Lordl' 'Blessed be the nan 
the Lord I' aoHwered Babbi Mdr.* 

It is well for bereared parent)! to 
with lUbbi Mar, under thrirloBB, 'Bis 
be the name of the Lord.* It is wd 
acquiesce in all that it pleasM Him to I 
and to withdraw. Bat ray little boo 
hope, goes a little way to shbw that tl 
may be, and ought to be, more ihxa 
qniesceDce and resigiiatioD — that not < 
ought Believers to feel assured that 
takidg away their ' little ones,' Ood e 
cisea TTia own nnchallengeable right ; 
that He exercises that right in lovlug 
gard to what is best and kindest for 
removed, and for those left behind. 
I have iadeed written poorly and nn 
Buosively, if I have failed to satisfy thai 
death of children, of all children, of all 
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lambs, introduces them to a higher, nobler, 

brighter, purer, more blessed state, even 

into the inheritance of the Redeemed. 

It will do us good to read here * The 

p. 24. 'The Three Sons,' of John Moul- 

Three Sons: ^ric : 

* THE THREE SONS.' 

* I have a son, a little son, a boy just five years old. 

With eyes of thoughtful earnestness, and mind of gentle 

moidd: 
They tell me that unusual grace in all his ways appears. 
That my child is grave and wise of heart beyond his childish 

years. 

* I cannot say how this may be, I know his face is fair ; 
And yet his chiefest comeliness is his sweet and serious air : 
I know his heart is kind and fond, I know he loveth me, 
But loveth yet bis mother more with grateful fervency. 

* But that which others most admire, is the thought which 

fills his mind. 
The food for grave inquiring speech he everywhere doth 

find, 
strange questions doth he ask of me, when we together 

widk; 
He scarcely thinks as children think, or talks as children 

talk. 

* Nor cares he much for childish sports, d<>tes not on bat or 

ball. 
But looks on manhood's ways and works, and aptly mimics 

all. 
His little heart is busy still, and oftentimes perplext 
With thoughts about this world of ours, and thoughts about 

the next. 

* He kneels at his dear mother's knee, she teacheth him to 

pray, 
And strange, and sweet, and solemn then, are the words 

which he will say. 
Oh, should my gentle child be spared to m%cv\\!i:»^%^^Kcak 

like me, 
A holier and a wiser man I tmMi ttioXYit vi-^Xi^ 



n ngt tMak >liii( I ihould fed, were I to low tilm I 
iveiaoB, BBF^itDil snn. aaliBplerhUa of rbitm 



But hli UiUe heart's a fonniiiD pnio. ef kind and leo 
Will thonl lor jo;, and bleu mj bof, be loskg go mild 



le fitr hearenl)- gnce aa noir flw mt 
111 graie, tha tean our acbing ena i 



For they reckoPDOlb. 

' To na for fanrteen tuiiloni montLa, hli Infant smlleg i 

Heaven. 
I einnol tcD wbat torm big la, irliat loolu be wea 

Nor fnma bov bttgbl a glory cr' wdb his abinlng hi 
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*The thoughts which fill his sinless boqI, the bliss irhich he 

doth feel, 
Are numbered with the secret things which Qod will not 

reveal. 
But I know (for God hath told me this) that he is now at 

rest, 
Where other blessed infants be, on their Saviour's loving 

breast. 

* I know his spirit feels no more this weary load of flesh. 
But his sleep is blessed with endless dreams of joy for ever 

fresh. 
I know the angels fold him close beneath their glittering 

wings, 
And soothe him with a song that breathes of Heaven's 

divlnest things. 

* I know that we shall meet our babe 0^ mother dear 

and I), 
Where God for aye shall wipe away all tears from every 

eye. 
Whate'er befalls his brethren twain, his bliss can never 

cease; 
Their lot may here be grief and fear, but his is certain 

peace. 

* It may be that the tempter's wiles their souls fh>m bliss 

may sever; 
But., if our own poor faith fail not, hs must be ours for ever. 
When we think of what our darling is, and what we still 

must be; 
When we muse on that world's perfect bliss, and this 

world's misery ; 

* When we groan beneath this load of sin, and feel this grief 

and pain, — 
Oh I we'd rather lose our other two, than have him here 
again.** 

I know not that I can more fitly close onr 

inquiry than with a home Sketch 

p. 26. • TTiWie.' ^^ ^^^ ^ worthy pair of humble 

Scotch folks obtained consolation in their 

* .VooJtrie's Poems. Londoxv, Ift^l . Y^. Vi - V*^. 
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sorrow for a chfld. I can't recall where 1 
got it, but think it was in a Memoir of a 
lowly peasant named < Sandy MorrisoiL*— 
I give it from recoDeetion. At the foot oi 
the Pentlands lay a small &rm, having on 
it an old thatdied ^steading^ (farm-home), 
which was shaded by Tenmibte trees, mi 
cheered by a 'bonnie bum' that trotted 
past along its pebbly bed. This was the 
home of < Sandy Morrison' — a simple, 
homely man, with a large, dear hasel eyi 
beaming nnder his shaggy brows — honest, 
indnstrioos, natural, sag^ons, * camn^'(iii 
a good sense) — ^his life a * walk with God*' 
— ' Sandy ' eaq>lained his peace with Ghxl 
after this fashion : * Ye see,' he said, * aooe 
I didna understand, and aboon a' I didni 
love God. I was worrying aboot this, 
that, and the other. Things werena richt 
Wife ail' I were puir, and had to work 
hard ; but we didna mind as lang as we 
had health and strength. We lived in a 
bonnie bit place. The sun shone cheerily 
on our housie among the roses an' hiney- 
suckles that my auld mither had planted 
wi' her ain hand. And mair than a', the 
Lord sent us a bonnie laddie bairn. The 
wee thing seemed an angel in disguise, wi' 
its gowden hair, dimplin' cheeks, and blue 
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een. He was the licht and glory o* our 
bame. But the Lord took him to Himsel'. 
Oh I hoo we grat when we laid him f the 
kirkyard. And Mary — ^that's my wife's 
name — ^began to fail. She conldna tell 
what was the matter wi' her. Everything 
seemed to gae wrang; and I murmured 
sair against the Lord. The warld looked 
waefu', and I would have liked to dee. 
But I began to tiiink. I seemed to come 
to mysel', yet my mind was dark. Then 
I read the Bible an' prayed. Our neebor, 
auld Mr Wallace, tanld us to look to the 
Rock o' Ages, an' see if the Lord wadna 
open for us the fountain o' consolation. 
Then I saw, but no' very clear at first, that 
there is anither warld, anither kingdom like, 
spiritual and eternal — ^that this warld is 
only a husk or shell ; the substance, the 
spirit is anither; an' a' is fu' o' God. 
There I saw wee Willie — ^there hee up i' 
the Land o' licht — whase body we had laid 
i' the grave — walkin' in joy and peace. 
I thocht I heard him singin' wi' the angels 
o' God au' the redeemed. I heard the 
voice o' Jesus sayin', " Peace, Peace!" It 
cam' like the sweetest music to my pair 
heart. Then I saw hoo bliud «.\sA. xskJci^- 
lievin' I had been, and 1 ^^\^ \.<^ \k^^^ 



I DO sDaaow o' Jlis \i 
my wife : " Mary, we 
He's a' in a*. He gj 
bairn, an* He's ta'en hi 
he was mair His than > 
like an angeh He win: 
we will gang to him. 
be comforted." Thei 
thegither, an' prayed 
faithers, the God o' our 
comforted. Then the wi 
in a new licht. It was 
presence o' God. I sa 
His, brichtness an' da: 
winter, sorrow an' joy, 
that He was governin' 
to the counsel o' His aii 
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I now close ; and I wish it to be kept 

p. 26. Con- in mind, that my little book is 
elusion, intended for my fellow-Chris- 

tians in their sorrow over their * Lambs.' I 
think that I have said enough to show that 
*All the Lambs are Safe,' whatever 
the parents' character be. But only Chris- 
tian fathers and mothers can have any con- 
solation from this ; for they only will share 
the blessedness of their * little ones.* 

To parents unconverted and sorrowing, 
I can use no other language than that 
their present grief is a weak, faint thing in 
comparison of the more tremendous sun- 
dering ' for ever ' hereafter. Oh ! as they 
would not add a new pang to Hell, I 
would entreat them now, even now, to 
'believe' and trust The Redeemer of their 
' Lambs.' 

As for the monstrous, the ghastly in- 
ference, that since * all children are re- 
deemed,' it were allowable to wish for 
death, not life, for our ' little ones,' it were 

that children prevented by death of their Baptisme, by God's 
election may be saved. By W(illiaro) H(ubbocke), Preacher 
in the Tower of London, 1595.' 12mo. I may add here 
also, that Thomas Grantham, in his various controversial 
tractates (enumerated in Brook's 'Puritans'), has, witli nc^ 
little acumen and vigour, met the itic%u\\.Qw% %\»Juenss!c^». ^^ 
Richard Baxter, Firmin, and otYvers, vj\vo^vtW ^\i«:%>^sRSv^ \» 
be essential to the salvation of chWdxea. 
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a. thing of love to ' kill' tliem, r 
i£, — 1. That does violence to nal 
parent ever could acqaiesce 
parental love is the Bafepuard 
life. 2. It were 'j/tunfer.' W 
poaaibilities, life is a. gpand gif 
life need be ' lost ;' no life is k 
by Folnntary rejoction of the sa 
Jesns Christ. Bat, as I have said 
is mainiy designed for Chriati 
the inference ia impoeaible to thra 
May I iodalge the hope that 
Ihia little book written a tew ' go 
end helped a little, however impt 
sliow that all 

The Lambs aise Safk. 
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Note a, page 32.--Samuel Rutherford. 

I took this stanza from * The Shadow on the 
Hearth * (see list in footnote, p. 7) ; but 1 sus- 
pect that the author is mistaken in assigning the 
words to Rutherford. My * brother beloved,* 
Rev. A. A. Bonar, Glasgow, reminds me that it 
was Thomas Haly burton who gave expression 
to a similar sentiment, when himself asking to 
be laid beside Rutherford. 

NoTB b, page 46. — David and * Little David.* 

I deem it needful to notice an objection that 
may be made on this case, viz., that Mittle 
David * was the child of a believing father. 
Granted : but (1) He was a ' backslider,' and in 
all that concerned his child had violated the 
Covenant. Then (2) I observe that, even, ad.- 
mitting, cum gratia, that tVi^ ^\i«jc)^."^\^vwgb,'' ^ 
David did not place him, o^et \Xv^ ^^x\c»5^ 'f^cvS^ 
little bofs brief life» V\l\iouX \\i^^«.nonvx oVv^^ •» 



taken as a type ot tne ucatii.^ ^. 
of all believing parents, dyin 
Here, then, is matter of conso 
whom I am most concerned t 
Christian parents. The certa 
* little David,* at least assures i 
their children who, like him, < 
As I argue, it proves very much 
is the minimum. But I observe 
own part, I cannot find it 'writt( 
to Bevelation, that the ' believ 
mother is any ground, much le 
the salvation of children who < 
There are special promises to 
lievers,* but they appear to m 
respect such 'seed' as living, not 
Christian parents of 6od*s spec 
all appointed means, used pn 
lievingly, for the conversion of 
Thus I turn to the * promise ' 
I find that the 'seed' are 
-y-^A woaps of understand] 
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child thereupon — the child itself being by the 
necessities of things incapable of a personal 
deciHion. No ; no. The federal Head of the 
*• little ones * is the ' last Adam/ the ' second 
Adam ;' and He, not the believing of parents, 
saves them all. I observe (4) that it is doc- 
trinally erroneous to suspend the salvation or 
loss of a child upon the praying or not praying 
of a father or mother — it is monstrous; and 
this is the corollary — to hold its perdition be- 
cause of its happening to be the offspring of a 
father or mother who presented no prayers on its 
behalf. The misfortune of godless parentage 
is sad enough in itself, without this appalling 
addition. But neither is scriptural : the one is 
wrong doctrinally ; the other is hideous, God- 
dishonouring, Christ-undervaluing. Read Note 
/, p. 128, in this Appendix. 

Note c, page 51. — Baal-offered Children. 

The reader will find it rewarding to consult 
J. H. Fintus (sm. folio, 1582), on the place in 
Ezekiel. This Commentary, besides other rare 
merits, makes us overlook its Popish evil * leaven,' 
from its English Puritan-like quaint and search- 
ing practical * improvement * bits. With refer- 
ence to my footnote, I freely translate the fol- 
lowing: *They say that the statue of Moloch 
was brazen, in the hollow of which the fire was 
kindled, which blazed out through openings; 
and the child was placed in the hands of the 
statue, where it was flame- consumed. And that 
the parents of the child might not hear vt^Hi-aJ^.- 
ing, the priests beat druTaa, ^totb. ^\v\^ '^^'^^^ 
the place was called Top\\et, ox «. ^x\\wv- ^^ 
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detestable madness! 01 unheard-of craeltj 
O ! ingratitude toward Ghtd ! Let all deplon 
it with abundant bitter weeping I' 

Non 4 page 58.— -^Ify Children.* 

It is no objection to my posttion to plead U» 
' Covenant' of God with IsraeL At ezplainw 
in Note b, I can't admit its efficacj, in to far a 
belieying or disbelieying parents are oonoemed 
Bat howerer the * Covenant ' may be pleaded 
we have two vital things to our argument herein 

(1) the parent! were most certainly apostate 

(2) the Lord looks beyond the apostates, it 
those with whom no covenant ever was made 
and proclaims the children His» though the! 
father was ' an Amorite,' and tfa«ir mother * i 
Hi ttite.' Thus, agree or diflfer on the interprets 
tion of the passage, tliis ooifsolation abidoL the 
here, independent of the apostasy, and inde 
pendent of the heathendom of the parents, th 
' little ones ' were claimed by God ; and i 
claimed, who will doubt that they were pitifall; 
cared for ? Of. S. F. Starck on Ezekiel (edc 
by Pritius, 4to, 1731), whose admirable *doc 
trinffi ' for each verse are singularly pregnant. 

iJoTB e, page 56. — * Little Ones* of Nineveh. 

It may be worth noticing, that the dosin 
words of the Book of Jonah, * and also muc! 
cattle/ abrupt, and on first blush almost gro 
tesque, when a little pondered, deepen the child 
portrait. The *dumb cattle,' the 'innocen 
sheep and lambs,' symbolize the Mittle ones 
and just as none with a heart would strike o 
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gratuitously hurt a meek little lamb, so neither 
would God His own Lambs. The addition, then, 
' and much cattle,' has its own significance. 

Note/, page 66. — * Human Inference* 

It is perhaps necessary that I should remind 
readers of the distinction between inference from 
what God has 'written,* more especially after 
* wisdom' has been 'sought' (James i. 5), and 
inference from what is merely human writing. 
I must also denounce emphatically that stem 
adhesion to a Creed that cares more to guard its 
symmetry than to make the Gospel truly what 
it is, 'glad tidings.' There are disciples of a 
misunderstood Calvinism, wht> seem to be more 
timorous of damage to it than to Scripture and 
to the Lord. They are swift to detect what is 
not in harmony with their understanding of 
Confession and Creed ; but slow to admit har- 
mony with something infinitely higher. They 
lay hold of every conceivable inference against 
the mereifuller interpretation, are eager to exer- 
cise their ingenuity in blurring the lines that are 
left, in lessening the evidences, in darkening the 
hopes, in intensifying the uncertainty, and repel 
the most legitimate scriptural inferences. Let 
the Mourner pay no heed to such Theological 
^ gray-heards* as Dr Chalmers in another con- 
nection designated them. 

Note g, pages 73, 74.— ayyiXaj. 

I do not find that any critics ci^ Tsv^\\V(X^\i<2>^«- 
have impugaed. this footnote. \ ^"""^^^^^-S^^ 
present opportunity of stieng\\\«^Vc\\?, «sv^ ^^ 
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truting mj iDterpretation ot iyytlj», MbIL: 
10; AeMxii. 15. 'The seal of tntbulb 
cUt,' said LfCDrpDa; and, agreeably M 

apophthegm, the more anj incecpretation I 
the mark of focititr, sad lobki ai IT it 1 
hare nrnck tbc reader before, the more Ilk 
it to be true. I am not prepared, at pre 
^i ilh anj qaotatioQ to prove the nae of Sff 
as =? diseoxbodied KpirJL. But if oar Lord w 
to express the idea, we ma; conclude tha 
would have avoided the heathenieh expra 
(5«T». tlltikK •nfiirrm, emplojed by liomai 
xi. 475) aad by the Philosophers. In like ' 
ner, Isijiuni would have been nnsnited U 
jiurposB. It was neeeesaiy to nse a worI 
i^^iAic in a nen sbade of Eoeaning, 'meanl 
Iroro earth to heavei;,' to testify of the tv 
of rcdemptioD, of [he Saviaur's faithfalnea 

The occurrence of <-■ avx»L>f in Matt.- 
II, as I ahov, antt (p. SB), seema to ea. 
1)10 viow that our Lard had in HU mini 

•nliiaiioH. the i-uth^i's, of ' little ones.' Tfa 

Dean Altbrd intcrprcia, of '(guardian ar 

herii, ne may yet appeal to his interpret 

■ ' ' " applying to 'little children,' 

' reference of the whole disc 

infaulB.' The speaki 

Act! xll. IB hardly knew nhat they said. 

plain lanf[UttU6> they probably meant, 'It 

■plrlt ouiiie to tell ns of his death,' 'nuntitiB i 

I don't makts my interpretation, jost j 

main point In my position ; but 1 am dci 

it *houtd be examined. I am, of course, t 

that by the niiuels, who 'do nln-ays beholl 

fiicu ul the Father,' may be designatec! a 
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of the highest class, nearest the Father ; and I 
have given due weight to other interpretations — 
but above, as stated in footnote, seems to com- 
mend itself most. 

Note A, page 93. — Original Sin. 

I must state here that it is preposterous to 
argue against what I have stated concerning the 
away-putting of Original Sin from children, by 
seeking to shut one up in such case to the con- 
clusion, that my premise involves like removal 
of the condemning power of Original Sin from 
adults. This is not the place for controversy, 
especially on a point only incidentally and in- 
ferentially brought up, in so far as adult-salva- 
tion is concerned. But I add here, in a sen- 
tence, that the away-putting of sin is by the 
* blood* of Jesus Christ. With reference to 
Mittle ones' (Matt, xviii. 10, 11, as above), the 
Lord made the unexcepting declaration : ' The 
Son of man is come to seek and to save the lost.' 
Children are all by nature lost ; but Jesus Christ 
'redeems.' By the necessities of the case, chil- 
dren can have no personal part in the matter. 
It is gloriously all of * grace * by Jesus. In re- 
gard to adults, on the other hand, as matter-of- 
fact, they get the blessing of salvation from 
Original, as from all sin, through the Divine, 
sovereign, good * gift ' of Faith. The thing is 
put in their choice, yea or nay. Accept Christ, 
then Original Sin, as all sin, disappears: reject 
or neglect, and Original Sin, as all sin, remains, 
».e., man abides as a fallen, depraved^ ^^^^^^ 
rebel. The ontstandlnft ^wU^ ^ot «. ^«t\^vsv^ 
world is, » Believe and Wv^;-— ''^^\v«s«;^^'^ ^^'^ 



Such, 1 taKe it, lo ^^ 

my own mind, the away-putting of Original oi 
from children who die, in no way involves its ir 
dependent away-patting from adults. Th^hsL\ 
the choice presented. I look at all this from th 
human side; the Divine side, or 'election,' 
leave with Him. I know nothing about iL 
accept it, and adore. 

Note t^ page 97.— * Special Promises.* 

I refer the reader to Note b before^ and 
hope, by-and-bye, to write a companion Tolnii 
to the present, setting forth how parents 
mothers especially — ought to *lay hold of a 
practise ' the promises,* in * full assurance 
faith.* There would be more child-piety a 
early godliness were this done. 

Note/, page 114 

» JOHN BROWN AND HIS LITTLE GRAV: 

*In the churchyard, says a writer in 
ITamilton Advertiser,* and in matters conne 
• • -•* T/^Kn "Rrown seemed quite a diflTe 
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lage, he was grave and taciturn in the discharge 
of his funereal duties, and watched over the 
place of tombs with a jealous care. This part 
of his character no one could read but the parish 
minister; he alone had the key to it. The 
secret, however, was this. The deepest affec- 
tions of his soul centered on the enclosed two 
acres, which he had tended for twenty years. 
He regarded it with a pride, and even a love, as 
gi-eat as, and very similar to, that with which an 
enthusiastic gardener looks upon his domain, 
and cherishes its 'floral treasures. Every new- 
made grave was to John like a flower which he 
had planted, and it was added in his memory to 
the many hundreds which covered the surface 
of the enclosure, to be thought of and cherished 
according to the degree of respect and rever- 
ence which the sexton had for its inmate. As a 
gardener has his favourite flowers, so John had 
his favourite graves, and spent additional time 
on their adornment. Hence one grave might 
be seen with a smooth velvet turf, and a flower 
or two blooming upon it, while those suiTound- 
ing it were covered with rank masses of grass ; 
and, by looking at any one grave, it could be 
known what was the state of John's feelings to- 
wards the mouldering dust beneath. His pro- 
fessional love was particularly lavished on the 
little ones. For the children's graves he had a 
peculiar affection and reverence. Not one of 
them was suffered to go to waste ; and long after 
the little mound had disappeared, the little level 
spot was easily found by patches of white clover 
— for John invariably sowed this on th^ Ivt^la. 
graves, and on none otVieT. "^t ^t^i.'^ V«u$iL y^'\ 
been long minister of the pamVi \Si\ V^x^^'vx^^'^ 



v/hj he was so particalar in c 
ing the graves of the childi 
for a moment at his work, anc 
the minister, hut at the sky, 
the kingdom of heaven." 

' " And on this account y< 
them with so much care," rem 
who was greatly struck with 

* " Surely, sir," answered 
mak' ower braw and fine th 
little innocent sleeper that is 
is God*s time to wauken it an 
white rube, and waft it awf 
sic grandeur is awaitin* it 
should be decked oot here, 
that counts its dust sae preci* 
the white clover sheet sprexid i 
think sae tae, sir ? " 

*"But why not thus cov< 
asked the minister, hardly a 
emotion. *' The dust of all H 
in the Saviour's sight." 

* " Very true, sir," responds 
solemnity, " but I canna be 
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bairns. We hae His ain vord for their up* 
going, and soe I canna muk* an error there. 
Some folk, I believe, are bauld enough to say 
that it'a only the infanta of the guid that wnll be 

' "And do you adhere to that doctrine?" in- 
qnired Mr Gray. 

'John answered by pointing to a little patch 
a few paces off, which was thickly covered with 
clover. "That ane," he said, "is the bairn o' 
Tarn Lutton, the collier. Ye ken Tarn, sir?" 

'Mr Gray did indeed know Tarn, for he was 
the most notoilotts swearer, liar, and drunkard 
in the parish ; and John did not require to say 
any more to slioiv that he disbelieved the doc- 
trine of the condemnation of infants. 

'"It's no only crnel and blasphemous," ho 

quite absurd. Jiat tak' that bairn o' Tarn's as an 
example. According to their belief, it's lost ; 
becanso we may, without Ony breach o' charily, 
say that Tarn is at presents reprobate. Bathe 
is still in the place of hope, sir ; and it is quite 
possible that he may be converted. What conies 
o' the burn, then 7 Na, na," he added, looking 
reverently upward, " God is merciful, and Jesus 
died; and it was Him that aiiid, 'Of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.'" 

' The minister took John's hand, and silently 
jiressed it. Me had got the key to his deeper 
nature, and was thriUed bv its unexpected rich- 



Unvisited over the sea, 
Who tell me how lonely you stand 
With a single gold curl in the hand 

Held up to be looked at by me,— 
II. 
While you ask me to ponder and say 

MThat a father and mother can do. 
With the bright fellow-locks put away 
Out of reach, beyond kiss, in the clay 

Where the violets press nearer than y 

XL 

Shall I speak like a poet, or run 

Into weak woman's tears for relief? 
Oh, children I — I never lost one, — 
Yet my arm 's round my own little son. 
And love luiows the secret of Grie£ 

IV. 

And I feel what it must be and is. 
When God draws a new angel so 
Through the house of a man up to Ilis, 
Witli a murmur of music, you miss. 
And a rapture of light, you forego. 

V. 

How you think, staring on at the door. 

Where the face of your angel flashed 
That its brightness, familiar before, 
Bums off fl*om you ever the more 

For the dark of your sorrow and sin. 

VI. 

* God lent him and takes him,' you sigh 
—Nay, there let me break with your 

fl^A »o frnnar'rwta in trivintr SUV T.^— 
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Yon knnir hoo one nn;;?! sriIIfi Ihcn. 
To tie drawn b^ 1 single gold bilr 
To ibe ufe plJiCB above ni. Adieu. 



* saved,' whether they live • 
death makes not difference 
the ' saved state * of a child 
lies in the necessities of ct 
interprets that ' saved state 
the after-life interprets th 
under another category, y 
choosing and morally res; 
respect of children who live 

* If the blot of sin and the 
On the baby's brow be 
brother!— who shall se 
Or read the sentence y 



